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JEI»:DF 


iHeiifral Sursan of Inuesfiptiott 
UnitrfJ §tntrs department of ifuattce 
XHiaaifmgton, i. ®. 

May 13, 1939 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR, E. A. Mi 


Res Fritz^uhn 


In accordance with your instructions I called Mr. 
Hottel of the Washington Field Office and related that you 
desired that he have an Agent obtain from theffiure au of 
Immigration and Naturalization, Department of LaEor, properly 
authenticated"phstsstafic copies-of the naturalization and 
denaturalization proceedings of Fritz Kuhn. I told Mr. Hottel 
that a_Eej£iew of thisAi aturalization file had been made by 

Agent)_[rtivr-ing tha Nn>n7TmrRRt.-i tmti nn, and at that time he 

had .contacted)_ _ | l was subsequently 

advised that a check of the|bureau of Immigration and Naturali¬ 
zation, Department of Labor, reflected that the entire 
naturalization file pertaining to Fritz Kuhn was in their 
New York Office, and that the original file was located at 
Detroit, Michigan. 

In accordance with your instructions I telephoned 
Mr. Bugas at Detroit, requesting that he obtain from the 
Clerk of the United States District Court a properly 
authenticated photostatic copy of the record of'Fritz Kuhn’s 
naturalization. Mr. Bugas subsequently called back and stated 
he was unable to obtain a photostatic copy but he was able to 
obtain a properly authenticated typewritten copy, which he 1 
indicated would be forwarded to the Bureau air mail special 
delivery, arriving some time Sunday morning. May 14, 1939. • 


Respectfully, 
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i STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS TODAY INDICATED THEY PROBABLY WOULD 
GRANT A REQUEST OF MAYOR LAGUARDIA OF NEW YORK TO DELAY ACTION 
ON PASSPORT APPLICATIONS BY NAZI BUND LEADER FRITCZ KUHN AND TWO 
ASSOCIATES, FRITZXSCHWIERIN6 AND GERHARD WILHELMYKUNZ. 

LAGUARDIA TELEGRAPHED SECRETARY HULL THAT HE TOAD REASON TO BELIEVE 
THAT KUHN AND HIS ASSOCIATES HAD APPLIED FOR PASSPORTS. 

THE NEW YQRK MAYOR ASKED THAT ISSUANCE OF PASSPORTS BE HELD UP 
PENDING AN INVESTIGATION OF THE THREE MEN BY NEW YORK CITY AUTHORITIES. 
HIS TELEGRAM DID.NOT REVEAL THE NATURE OF THE INVESTIGATION. 

„ IN ACCORDANCE WITH USUAL CUSTOM IN PASSPORT MATTERS, STATE 
^DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS MAINTAINED SECRECY AS TO WHETHER APPLICATIONS FOR 
iPASSPORTS HAD ACTUALLY BEEN RECEIVED FROM THE THREE MEN. 
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THodoral iBumm of Iiiueatiyatioii 
Wmtr& ftatrs iUrpnrtrmutt of ifnsttrr 
JBasljhtgton, 3L <£. 


May 16, 1939 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. E. A. 





At this time, and in k eening with tout instructions. I tele¬ 


phonic ally advised Special Agent 


of the New York Office 


that he was instructed by the Bureau to expend a sum of from $100 to $120 


in payment of services to 


who, in consideration thereof, is 


to obtain information from his files which may be of value to the Bureau 
in a possible deportation case against Frit^Kuhn. 


said that some of the data would be in English while 


some of it would be in the German language. I asked him what he was 
going to do about the translatin g of that which is in German. He said 
he planned to use the services ofl I 





he is reportedly very 


reliable. 


tolcf 


to ascertain the amount of data in the German 


language wh ich would have to be translated and to obtain an estimate from 

_ as to what he will char ge for the translation of this material. 

When that has been learned, I 


told 


to 


„ , , comm unicate with the Bu¬ 
reau and let us know what the price to be charged by | I will be 

so that the Bureau can pass upon this matter. He said he would do this. 


RftsnPfyhfiin v 


b7C 

b7D 
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Dear Sirs 


This may be the strangest letter you have received in your 
life but I can assure you it is the most important. There is an 
invisible Government supported by German funds and a party by 
the name of Kuhn is its chief. This organization is going to 
overthrow our Government and then all jews will be slaughtered. 

I personally have some facts but not sufficient to put the leaders 
into the hands of G overnment authorities. A very good friend of 
mine | | who has dates pictures names and places is in 

the hands of this orgairi.zations_agents end they are waiting to put 
him on a ship to Germany. Some few faithful Americans have vanished 
from sight while trying to tell this Story to the proper authorities 
however f I tells me that the Federal Government had an 

agent at all this organisation^ meetings but if this Is so I don’t 
see why Kuhn has not. been picked up. The Fedral people may have him 
and his gang under watch waiting to get the whole organisation 
I am told that sever al letters have been sent to the Dies t.-hee «nH 

I personally wrote to | |bat received no answer. | | 

tells me that this organization has quite a few agents in Washington 
and these letters are not getting into the proper hands. I know X am 
a marked man hat Jf I can serve my Government I will sacrifice my life 
to do it. The N.Y. police or any other city, cant cope with this 
situation. The Federal Gover nment is t he only authorities big and 
smart enought, and personally! | and I think the Federal Government 

is acting in an intelligent and quiet way so they woul d’nt want any 
local authorities throwing all their work overboard. Don't call in 
local police but if you will do as I ask this organizat ion will b e 
exterminated. Two of the guards that are watching over | | have 

promised to release him for a cash consideration and an add was supposed 
to be in a local paper. I was delegated to carry through on this if 
this add di d»nt appear I was to act. These two guards will require 
some $5000.00 and there are other expenses so I will require sons 
$5000.00. It would not be well for you to associate youralef in any 
way but if you can get this money so that I can free 11 
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am sure you will have served your people and our Democracy, 
tells me that Thursday a.a.is the last hours I will phone you about 
4s30 Tuesday and will make-, an appointment for Tuesday evening I will 
identify myself and give you more data and proof but don*t notify anyone 
until you sea me. 

fours truly 
/s/ 








^federal Sttrrau of Jmiratigatton 
United States department nf ifttafire 

N ew York, N. Y. 


GJSjHB 

74-130 


May 18, 
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■;i Mr. Tracy.— 
■ Mlu? yaaJy- 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 


PERSONAL & CONFIDE 


FRITZKUHN 

PERJURY; IMMIGRATION; 
NATURALIZATION. 


Dear Sirs 


Agent|_ 

who was to 

home in I_ 

him the nai 


In accorda nce with Bureau instructions. Specials _ 

l of this office, ac companied bvl 

ict as interpreter, called on l _ at his 

on Monday, May 15, 1939, and discussed with 
ire or the information now desired in connection with 


the i nye s tlgat ion of FRITZ KUHN, leader of the German-American 
Bund, | |stated that he would be able to get together 


Bund, |_| stated that he would be able to get together 

from the material which he has a great quantity of what might be 
termed evidence of KUHN’S disregard of and disrespect for his 
citizenship in this country. For this he asked a compensation 
of $125.00, and stated it would take him about four days to 
do the job. 



figure will then be submitted to the Bureau for approval. 

In the course of conversation, the statement appearing 
on the Bu nd membership applic ation was discussed, and it was 

stated by|_[that the words appearing therein, 

which are with reference to following the "Fuehrer prinzip " or 
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Letter to Director 
74-130 

5/18/39 b 
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"leadership principle", are in effect an undertaking to follow the 
Hitler or Nazi principles, and not the leadership principle as that 
would be understood in English, or as it would have been understood 
in Germ any prior to the advent of National Socialism and Hitler* 

|is quite confident that this point could be proven to the 
satisfaction of a court by any philologist, familiar with the 
recent developments in the German language* 


With reference to the Bureau suggestion that 


be inte rviewed* it was found upon his being communicated with 


Vby Agent | who knows him, that the only information he has 


by him from 


regarding t he subject matter of this investigat ion was obtained 


H© stated he believes that 


really has 


some good information, having done a great deal of research regarding 
the Nazi activities as they apply to foreign countries. 


Very truly yours. 



Special Agent in Charge 


2 




^federal bureau of Imitatigatimt 
United States department of Kustfce 
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V,^ J A. raid 

I^r. C^or^. v 

f Coffey 
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New York, N. Y. 
May 16, 1939. 

PERSONAL Al® Cob^PEl'ITIAL 


Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 


Re: NAZI ACTIVITIES IN THE 
UNITED STATES. 

_(Bureau file 6i^r56G) 



I £Jr , 0 ^' r 7 O?tj£i: . „ ,. c . 4i . 
r:r. GJa^V. ...... .. 


;iB3 Gcjady.,^^ 


Dear Sir: 


There are forwarded herewith two letters dated 


- | which tell e. story or an alleged holding of a man named. 

by thef^German American Bund or some such organization and 
'the wr iter states that he, for a consideration of ^5,000, can arrange 
to have [ released. 

_called at this office to submit a 

copy of an affidavit alleged to have been made by R2INH0LMSPITZ re¬ 
garding an alleged Criminal record of FRITzAfJHN at IIunich| Germany. 
In the course of the conversation surrounding the matter of the ^ 


affidavit. 


sntioned that 


litigation with FRITZ KUHN which litigation nm recexvea consiaer- 
able publicity, he had been the recipient of numerous communications 
from all sorts of irresponsible persons and rath that he produced the 
two enclosed letters, mentioning that they were a sample of the type 
of correspondence he vas receiving,but he stated that he ms taking 
no action on any of these matters and paying no attention to them. 


ms interviewing! 


scial Agent 


Agent|_| of this office who 

and who was interested in obtaining from 


him the^affidavit concerning KUHN*s criminal r ecord, indi cated an 
interest* in the two letters and suggested that leave them 

n^Q^with them which he did. - * q— i k 

^STR07 Er > RECORDED 4 INDEXED <Zj jj 

AWy inc-i _ A visit was m ade to the adcasiro given, | | 

and a middle aged woman who was very 
industriously engaged m scruDoing the floor ip the en trance in the 
1). building at this address ms asked whether there was a I living 


mdustnousJ 


, k \ i 





61-520 


there and she stated there was, but, however, he was not at home 
at that time and in further conversation she indicated that □is 
her husband. She, of course, was not made aware of t he nat ure of 
the inquiry and a letter was subsequently forwarded t d I at this 
address asking him to call at this office which, however, he has 
not done. 


In view of the reference to FRITZ KUHN and the 
allegation regarding the holding of a man practically as a pr isoner. 

further inquiry will be made in this matter t o ascertain from _ 

the true story behind these communications to 


The letters and the envelopes submitted herewith 
are e nclosed in cellophane envelopes. They have bee n handled bv 


Agent 


of th is office and als o by Special Agent 


and presumably by 


They are submitted for such 


further attention as the Bureau may deem advisable and the further 
inquiry referred to above will be held in abeyance for a time in 
anticipation of any communication the Bureau may desire to send to 
the New York Office indicating that no such further inquiry should 
be made. 



ends. (6) 
Registered Kail 
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Copy ~ 




Dear Sir: 

Sometimeago I wrote you in reference to an invisible_ 

government in this country and. whos leader was holding a | | 

_ expecting to send him out of the country on a ship* The 

people are being watched by federal authorities and havent been able 
to carry out their desired ambition. As i have explained in ay. 
previous letter I have contacted one of the guards and he wanted 
5000.00 Through a pledge to give the exclusive Story to a local 
paper and through another I have raised $3500.00 but still lack 
$1500.00 The full amount oust be in their hands by Monday and if 
you want to help a cause of Justice and Democracy you will advance 
this amount or as ouch of same as possible. I know much about the 
workings of this organization but I | has dates, places, 

pictures and signatures. This $1500.00 or any portion of it that 
you advance will be returned to you just as soon as the story is 
sold. Some 10 people have disappeared trying to tell this story 
but I am quite sure at least one got through to the federal 
authorities. Don't notify Police as they will break up the Federal 
authorities' plans. I will {hone you Friday about 1:15 and if 
you advance this honey t will give you several articles of proof 


lours truly 
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ARTICLE III. 


STOCKHOLDERS ' MEETINGS 

Section 1. Annual Meeting. The annual meeting of the 
stockholders for the election of directors and for the 
transaction of such other business as may properly come before it, 
shall be held at the principal office of the corporation, 
or at such other place as the Board of Directors may select, 
on thelst Tuesday of March in each year, at 10 AM* 

Section 2. Quorum, The presence, in person or by proxy, of 
two-thirds (2/3) of the stockholders entitled to vote shall 
constitute a quorum. 

Section 3. Special Meetings. Special meetings of 
the stockholders shall be held at the principal office of 
the corporation, or at such other place as the Board of Di- 
rectors may select. Such meetings, other than those regulated 
by statute, may be called at any time by the Board of Directors, 
or a majority thereof, or by the President. It shall be the 
duty of the President or the Board of Directors to call such 
meetings whenever so requested in writing by the stockholders 
of record who own at least 51$ of the shares of the capi¬ 
tal stock of the corporation, entitled to vote at such meetings. 
Notice of such meetings shall specify the object or objects 
thereof, and no other business than that specified in such 
notice shall be considered at any such meeting, except upon 
unanimous consent of all stockholders entitled to notice thereof. 
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Kuhn and 1 
Associates Accused 
Of Tax Violations 


U Dewey to Take Action 
' Against Bund Group 

By the Associated Press. 

NEW YORK;- May 18.—A report 
accusing FritOCuhn f president of 
the y perman-American Bund, and 
sevaii Business associates' of 46 vio¬ 
lations of city relief tax laws was 
turned over to District Attorney 
Thomas E. Dewey today. Mayor La 
Guardia sent it to the prosecutor 
for “such prosecutive action * *. * 
as you may deem proper.” 

Conviction on the offenses listed 
in the 42-page report, all misde¬ 
meanors, would carry a maximum ' 
punishment of six years in prison ! 
and $6,000 in fines. i 

Four Concerns Accused. 

Four corporations connected with 
activities of the bund also were 
accused of tax delinquencies. The 
✓report was prepared by William D. 
/Herlands, commissioner of investi¬ 
gation, after a lengthy inquiry into 
\ bund affairs. 

The report' charged Kuhn, his 
associates and the corporations with 
six types- of misdemeanor—filing 
fraudulent tax returns, failing to 
file sales tax returns, failing to reg¬ 
ister as a vendor, failing toj keep 
records to compute a sales 1 m fail¬ 
ing Jo file business tax returns and 
failjpg to file personal property tax 
returns. . «r. 

recommending idimediate action, 
Mr. Herlands said his inquiry had 
been “greatly interfered with and 
obstructed by the failure of Kuhn 
and other bund officials to produce 
membership lists and a number of 
other records.” 

“Not Running Away.” 

Commenting on a statement in 
the report that two bund officials 
had sailed for Germany since the 
investigation began, Kuhn said at 
his office that he and his associates 
were “not running away from any¬ 
thing." 1 

Besides Kuhn the individuals 
named were James Wheeler Hill, 
bund national secretary; Max Rapp 
■ and William Leudtke, treasurer and 
secretary of the German-American 
; Business League; Richard Mettin, 
'treasurer of the A. V. Publishing 
Corp., which publishes the bund’s 
official organ; Max Buckte, manu¬ 
facturer. of "Bund uniforms; Karl 
t Kienzler, officer of a company which 
i imports swastika emblems, and Fred 
! Hackl, head of a company which 
; handles the bund’s printing. 

; After the report was made public, 
i however, it was learned that Mettin 
had died Tuesday night in St. Vin¬ 
cent’s Hospital, Staten Island, after 

f eek’s illness. 

fie corporations named were the 
man-American Business League, 
A. V. Publishing Corp., Kien# 
& Schimpf, Inc., and the Hacal 
1 Press, Inc. .. - - ; \v. I 
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By Harry Raymond j 

Mayor LaGuardia last night called l 
o m District Attorney Thomas m. ; 
p/wey to taka' “prosecutor’s actiom’* ; 
againsfc ^Frit^ Cuhn and seven othjr 
leaders of the Nazi German-Ameri-^ 
can Bund. i 

He ordered Commissioner of In¬ 
vestigation William B. Herlands to . 
submit evidence gathered by him ■ 
purporting to show that the Bund 
officials had dodged payments of : 
sales and business taxes over a long ! 
period. * 

| Those charged with tax-dodging i 
. besides Fritz Kuhn, whb/is president 
-of the Bund are: M a tt treas- ■ 

■' virer of the Germarwfc'i erican Busi- ; 

- nessmen’s League; W illiam Xeudtk e. 
j general manager of fee Germ am- . 
[America# Businessmen’s League; 

; Richard^Metten. treasurer of the A. 
j V. Publishing ^borp., publishers of . 
•Nazi&nd antf-Semitic literature and 
also, hataonalTreasurer. of the Bifti&Lj 
■ Jfmes jWheefer-Hlty . national secre- 
tary p^ the Bund and secretary of j 
the J. V. Publishing Com: ^Max 
Queens custom tailor ^and 
"manufacturer of Nazi uniforms; 
’ Karl |Kienzle r. president of the : 
Kienzter andschimpf Corp., 130 W. - 
42nd St., importers .of swastika em- ; 
blem armbands, aild frt&J ■ 

president of the Kackal Press" Inc^ 
1564 3rd Ave., Manhattan, Bund 
[ publishers and printers. 

NAZI FLEE U S. 

. Two of the Bund officials, accord¬ 
ing to Mr. Herlands, fled the cou'n- ; 
,vry during the investigation carried ; 
jon by the Commissioner of Invest!- ' 
■gation. The investigation was launch- 
led on Feb. 28 of this year. 

I The men who fled were Karl Nico- i 
■ay, Brooklyn Bund leader, and Frits; 
fechwiering, business manager of the* 
■L V. Publishing Corp. 

■ Nicolay, according to Herlands, 
■led to Germany last April after he\ 
was served with a subpoena to ap-\ 

■ \ at a Department of Investiga- • 

■ Nhearing. 

IkW Mr. Herlands said, , 
U^ermany on May 3.-Both T 
Kr \ire American citizdHs?T>iit^ 
H, according to advise* 


fr ^rn the S tate Department, sailed 
onl German ship with wri-^.p^ s - j 
port. 

The persons named in the Her- - 
lands report to the Mayor, which 
[covers 42 pages, have been constant¬ 
ly under surveillance by the police 
! department which was ordered to 
take steps to prevent any of the 
Bund leaders from leaving the, 
country. 

MAYOR BLOCks FLIGHT 

; Fritz Kuhn and other Nazi lead- 

'ers had sought to secure American 
[passports from the State Depart¬ 
ment some time ago but were block-! 
ed by Mayor LaGuardia who asked’ 
Secretary of State Cordell Hull to 
withhold the applications. 

. Mr. Herlands said tlmt the ^ Bund 
leaders had “greatlyf interfered” 
; with and “had obstructed” the in¬ 
vestigation of the tax ^payments by 
jtheir failure to produce membership j 
'lists of their organizations. These j 
jlists, he pointed out, would have 
(been a great aid in t determining the ! 
'amount of uniforms, swastikas, ^ 
jbadges, books and other Nazi trap¬ 
pings sold by the Bund and their 
■affiliated organizations. 

| The Commissioner of Investiga- ; 
tion said that his probe had re¬ 
vealed that the Bund currently was ; 
issuing thousands of |application 
blanks, forms and othjr materials 
which ordinarily would have been : 
.considered part of the/organization ; 
( records. Kuhn and his associates, 
'Herlands explained, had failed to : 
produce these records upon sub- 
f ipoena. 

j LIABLE TO CONTEMPT ; 

! “It is possible,” said Mr. Her- : 

| lands, “that Kuhn and his asso- , 
j elates are liable to criminal con- > 

I tempt procedures for failure to pro- 
jduce the records. J 

1 “The record of the German- : 
jAipeHgg^ Businessmen’s Leagut,” . 

| MnHerlraids said, “was kept *on 
stacks'of paper and paper bags.” 


Notwithstanamg fffi*cmnculties, 
tl ^e Departm ent of Invga^aite , 
said, established the fact that ; 
Kuhn was the only man who knows 
liow the money of the Bund was 
i spent. The reports pointed out i. 
;that no report on the fund of the 
.Bund were ever made to the mem¬ 
bership. 

; ' “It is a financial dictatorship,” 
said Mr. Herlands, referring to the 
Bund. 

: He also suggested that Rjr. 
Oewey investigate the possibility of 
■ )n embezzlement charge to be 
>laced against the Nazi “fuehrer.” 

| LIST VIOLATIONS 

; The violation^ cited by Mr. Her- 
iands included: 

! Nine violations in sales tax re¬ 
turns against Kuhn and Rapp, 
Luedtke as officers of the German- 
American Businessmen’s League, 
.failure to register as venders, fail¬ 
ure to pay personal property tax 
,and failure to keep proper records 
;of sales, a total tax liability plaaed 
jbyj Herlands against the Germs n- 
| American Businessmen’s League; of 
I $811.03; 

Jren violations of sales tax returns 
j against Kuhn, Metten and Wheeler- 





■?! TPivp • vi^in.tinng on tax returns 
1 against Buchte amounting to 
$897.06; 


Three violations against the 1 

Kienzler and Schim£f Corp., ; 

amounting to $50.70; i 

Eight violations against the 

Kackal Press'and its president. Fred 
Kackal, amounting to $2,986.31. 

Hr. Herlands said that his inves¬ 
tigation revealed that Kienzler for < 
more than six years had been the, 
agent for the Hamburg-American 1 
Steamship Line and hid only re-: 
cently changed his occupation. The? 
Kackal Press, according to the re- 1 
port, printed the anti-Semitic, Nazi 1 
literature for the Bund and also 
printed the program for the Med-, 
ison Square Garden Naz’f rally, held - 
recently. 

These charges are misdemeanors, 

■ each one carrying a maximum; 

. prison penalty of three years. The 
report to the Mayor was delivired 
to Mr. Dewey last night by Ahra- 
|ham M. Bloch, chief law assisfia^t 
1 tQs&gf^fi?land. __ 











ressureGets 

ewey Pledge 

■To Act on Bund 

Tells LaGuardia Data on 
Tax Evasions Will Be 
Sent to Grand Jury 

l, In answer to a request from 1 
payor LaGuardia that he take 

H tePS t0 prseRute Nazi' 
pund leader Fritz Kthn and in 

vestigate the activities bf the Bund" 
f-ttstrict Attorney Dew&y m a let- 
15 to the Mayor yesterday, said 
his office was acting on the matter. 

• Mayor LaGuardia Wednesday 1 
■m-ged the District Attorney ter 
take prosecutor’s action” against 
the Nazi leader and seven of his' 
/associates in the Bund and organ¬ 
izations related to the Nazi out- 1 

The Mayor ordered Commission-! 
,15 investigation William [Her-.' 

I mas to turn over to Dewey alfevi- 1 
fnce gathered against the Bund 
ojflcials on evasions of sales land 
•-fcHsip ess jaxes._. ______ 


c 


* 


I 




r In his letter of reply M the 
i feayor’s urgent demand for irose- 
| cjution of the Nazis, Dewey fwrote 
uiat he intended to present to the: 
* ($rand Jury evidence relating to 
: the alleged sales and business tax 
- evasions, as well as more serious 
^ charges, which he referred to a 
, “certain alleged substantial fel- 
i onies.” 

The felonies mentioned were be-, 
lieved to deal with the theft of 
funds from Bun| finances. 

[ Mr. Dewey yelterday, in answer 
to queries, did nbt set a date for 
' the presentation of evidence 
against Kuhn and his cohorts tc 
: the Grand Jury. 

The eight Bund officials under 
i investigation and possible prosecu- 
| tion are Kuhn, who is president ol- 
! the Nazi German American Bund;' 

: J. Wheeler Hill, William Leudtke* 

: Max Rapp,' Karl Kienzler,* Max. 
l feuchte and Bred Hackl. | The! 
j jfghth Nazi > Richard Mettinlaged 
! 3jj, was reported dead. He wa| said 
| to have died during the past week 
after a very short illness. 


<; 
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•/ The people will applaud’ the forthigght' 1 
manner in which Mayor LaGuardiaJhas 1 
taken the initiative against Hitler’s tool, ' 
Fritz Kuhn, and the subversive un-American ■ 
Bund. This band of Nazi agents and uni- ; 
formed knife-wielders has been gnawing— 
with impunity—at the vitals of democracy 
in this city and nation far too long. 

It is true that the Mayor, on the basis of ; 
a substantial investigation, has requested : 
their prosecution for violations 'of the busi¬ 
ness and sales taxes, in fact some 40 of these ! 
violations. But it iJ plain to all that their de¬ 
liberate evasions o* tax laws, their contempt 
for the business statutes of the city and 
state, is only part Of their general hatred 
and disdain for democracy, for law and or- ■ 
der, and for the welfare of people. That is ’ 
fascism, all over. 

What sticks out immediately, is that the 
Mayor had to call on Mr. Dewey to take ac- : 
tion. It is a downright scandal that.some- 
one had to call on Mr. Dewey to start prose- 
; cutioft of the most dangerous kind of crimi-' 

' nals/imaginable. Mr. Dewey should have!, 
beer| in action long ago—without any self-* * 




Continuously, he has been trying to keep 
hfs political face a perfect blank—feven in . 
’ tfte midst of the present reaction&ry de- 
i 'bauchery by the GOP in Albany. l|ut now 
i tire plumed knight—the chosen son of Hoo- 
; ver—must be prodded even on his “special- 
, ty,” prosecuting. 

The people want to knew, why? Can it 
! be because the anti-Semitic Bundsters are a 
jpart of the propaganda machine of Mr. 

; Dewey’s party ? @an it be because Kuhn and 
• his brown-shirts <md such a swell job at their 
Madison Square warden meeting of whoop- 
; ing it up for Hoover and slandering Presi¬ 
dent Roosevelt, the New Deal and American 
!democracy? The people want to know, and 
Jhave a right to know, 
j Qne answer is already clear: Thejpeople 
I donit want any more grass growing un|er 
Mr.l Dewey’s feet so far as the immediate 
i prosecution of these fascist law-breaker^ is 
concerned. _ 
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Stcaoge Death of Bund \ 
Official Impedes Probe 


By Ernest Moorer 

Three days ago. Mayor LaGuardia 
urged the State Department to keep 
=t watchful eye on the leaders of 
the Nasi Bund, facing indictment 
for tax. evasions, lest they attempt 
to skip the country. Yesterday it 
was revealed that one" of the top 
leaders of the Bund was mys¬ 
teriously dead and speedily cre¬ 
mated and that another had fled 
to Germany two weeks ago. 

The two men beyond reach of the 
courts today are Richard J. Mettin, 
national treasurer of the Bund, and 
Fritz Schwiering, New Brighton 
Bund leader. A State Department 
announcement in Washington yes¬ 
terday revealed that Schwiering 
skipped the country with his wife 
and one-year-old daughter aboard 
the German-American liner Ham¬ 
burg on the night of May 3. 

But strangest was the case of 
Richard J. Mettin, who besides his 
high position in Hitler’s American 
branch, organization, was also treas¬ 
urer of the A. V. Publishing Co., 
publishers of the Weckruf und 
tBeofc/achter, U. S. Nazi organ. 

Here it should be noted that the 
missing Schwiering was business 
jnanager of this same Nazi sheet. 

; Mettin was allegedly taken critic¬ 
ally ill on Saturday, May 6 at his 
home at 29 Norwood Ave., Clifton, 
Staten Isl and , where he lived with 
bis *ilT sister. ^* 

He was attended by Dr. H. Brig- 


gin of 198 jBroad St., St." George, 
who told the Daily Worker yester¬ 
day that he had not known Mettin 
prior to his illness. Mettin had 
been a resident of Staten Island 
for 10 years. 

Three days later, Dr. Briggin ad¬ 
vised his removal to St. Vincent’s 
Hospital. 

HURRIEDLY CREMATED 

On Tuesday of this week the man 
listed a s Mettin at St. Vincent’s 
hospital died. Dr. Briggin said his 
deatty was caused by an infection 
of thji blood stream. 

Lat | Wednesday he was cremated 
at t^e Rose Hill Crematorium 
LindeS, N. J., and his ashes were 
still at the^ crematorium yesterday. 

Strang est'of all was the fact that 
on the same day Dr. Briggin was 
called to treat Mettin on his death-' 
bed this reporter saw and spoke to 
a man presented as Mettin and, 
acting .officially for the German-! 
American Bund. 

The occasion) was the luncheon 
at the Hotel Astor, given By the 
American Defense Society at which 
U. S. Senator Robert R. Reynolds 
was the featured speaker. 

• The luncheon was attended by* 
Fritz Kuhn and nine officers of the 
Bund who sat at table number 
two which was reserved in the 1 
name of RICHARD J. ME^N,' 
“and guests.” 

J^uring the luncheon a man who 


said he was Mettin and who was 
sea£s#=ft Kuhn’s ta ble hand ed 
newspaper men a typoWritten’^lip 
of paper which gave the names of 
the Bund officials seated there. 
This reporter asked the man to 
identify James - Wheeler-Hill, sec¬ 
retary of the Blind, whose ‘name 
was on the slip of paper. “Mettin” 
pointed out the ruddy-faced 
Wheeler-Hill sitting across* the 
table from Kuhn. 

Mettin, as national-treasurer of 
the Bund, was custodian of the fi¬ 
nancial records of the Nazi organi¬ 
zation and it was wpon these rec¬ 
ords that City Treasurer Alme- 
rindo Portfolio and [later Commis¬ 
sioner i of Investigation William B. 
Herlands based their inquiry into 
the Bund's tax dodging. 

Yesterday the case against the 
Bund officials was turned over to 
District Attorney Thomas E. Dewey 
by the city officials for action. 

What action Dewey intended to 
take concerning an investigation of 
Mettin’s death could not be ascer¬ 
tained, but it was assumed that 
some investigation was in progress 
Ijecause the Mettin death certificfe 
yesterday had been removed from 
jhe Staten Island health depart- ( 
I rent an 1 turned over to Thomas |r. j 
; buffield, registrar of'records. 
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! 0 By JEAN ADAMS. ' 

Fritz Kuhn. German : American Bund leader, was 
subpoenaed late yesterday to appear before the Grand; 



ntootf', 'examine the subpoena handed Kuhn yehicfday i\t 't‘he 
Bund’s SSth St headquarters, where they (f waited ” to be arrested. 

Jury in “John Doe” proceedings aimed at tracing" 
“several thousand dollars” allegedly missing from] 
B|nd funds. The subpqenja is returnable Monday^ 

jEarlier, Kuhn was furious” who recently was for? 

bjeause of a . ‘dpjfle'A'from staled 'from sailing to his native 
District Attorney M>ewey’s Germany as a result of investiga- 
office to the effect? that an-«on of his organization by Com, 

indictment would be tougbtf»S»V'J^S“7 

against him on an embezzle- LaGuardia, said he expected to de- 

,ment charge. He retaliated mand Dewey’s removal from of- 

bv roaring an accusation fice. He declared:. 

that “mpn from Dcwev’s of- “! arn g° m S to ask Governor 
that men irom uewey s ra Lehman to oust Mm _ He broke 

fice stole $1,380 irom me. himself. He searched 

“Dewey hasn’t a thing on m y house without a warranty 

mfe,” Kuhn, long-embattled head Hi s men stole money from my 

of the Bund, declared. Why safe. They also searched the 

""ifcesn’t he lock me up now. of my secretary illegally 

He had anything^ on ^me he T even s t 0 } e his cigarettes.” 

would; he wou ldnt wait. 1 was learned Dewey will 

begin presentation of evidence 

against Kuhn and six of his bund 

followers next 1 Monday or Tues? 


■ day. His investigators have been 
^[studying the orgnizatioji’s books 
i since they raided Kuhn’s Y^&gdlle 
< stronghold several days ago. 

\ Dewey, in the meantime, an- 
j swered Mayor LaGuardia’s stiffly- 
I couched letter of Wednesday, in 
which* he urged that Kuhn and his 
aides be charged with cheating the 
; city out of more than $4,000 in 
sales taxes on Nazi emblems, uni- 
| forms, pamphlets and other para¬ 
phernalia sold to bund members. 

‘ | Dewey 9 # A nswer | 

Dewey, in his letter, told 
Mayor LaGuardia: 

“Books oi the German-/' 
American Bund and related cor- ! 
porations were subpoenaed by < 
my office on May 2 and have : 
been in process of examination 
i since. ' j 

. “This was in the course of an ! 
investigation of certain alleged I 
substantial felonies which my 
office has been conducting for 
the past several weeks. 

“Accordingly, I have directed f 
that the alleged misdemeanors 
be also presented to the grand 
jury in conjunction with the 
major investigation now in 
progress.” 

Seven days after Dewey’s raid 
on Kuhn’s office, the Bund leader 
called at the Criminal Court Build- 
ing and lodged his accusation 
against Dewey raiders. 

Kuhn said last night he had re- ! 
mained in his office all day, “hop-, 
ji ing Dewey would send up his men 
’•j to arrest me.” 

M Gustav Elmer, one of his co- 
']• horts, also “awaited” arrest. 

He said: 

“I’m not going to run away 
L either. What’s the matter with 
them down there? I guess the 
.Mayor needs the publicity.” 
Meanwhile, LaGuardia and Dewey 
. figuratively “sawed wood” and said 
c nothing. They intimated, however, 

. that developments are pending. 
Meanwhile, funeral services for 
one of Kuhn’s followers, Richard 
Mettin were held in Staten Island ' 
yesterday. He died in St. Vincenfs 
Hospital, St. George, following am ' 
infection. He had been involves 
investigation. | 
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Jury Indicts 
fritz Kuhn 
On 12 Count 
Of Larceny 


| Taken Into Custody 
By Dewey Police J 
In Pennsylvania; I 
$10,000 Bail Hintld 

By the Associated Press. 
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New York, May 25.-Frit^Kuhii,l 
le*fr of the pro-Nazi German-i 
American Bund, was arrested latdf 
todafr iby New tork detectives iJ 
Krufeisville, Pa., tq answer, a histiljf j 
returned indictment charging forgl' 
ery and grand larceny involving! 
$14,589.59. i ; 

111/ District: Attorney Thomas E. : 

^ Dewey accused the bundsfuehrer j 
fc of being "just a common thief** [ 
and expressed a belief that he. was [ 
fleeing when overtaken. , 

The New York County prosecutor! 
disclosed that ~ three detectives' 
shadowed Kuhtipall day,‘planning' 
to take him infb custody‘as soon ^ 
as the 12-count indictment could 6 
be filed. It was handed up to Gen¬ 
eral Sessions .Judge Cornelius F. 
Collins at 3 p. m., and a warrant 
ror his arrest was made out. 15 
minutes later.* } ' ' ' : : . . . 

The detectives- * telephoned -for 
instructions / at" 5:45 . .o’clock' .’and 

utlf 6 'few min¬ 
utes. They told Dewey they! trailed 

Kuhn and three other men in ■ a 
motor car to the Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania town. 1 

A|ked whether he believek Ki 
wasl trying to escape, Dewey 
looked that way.** 


3 Trunks Picked Up —~-- 

T|e indictment detailed the gal-* 
le W the ft of $8,907.35 from the • 
Burip and charged misappropriation j 
of minds from a Bpnd rally at Mgid- J 

ison Square Garden February 20_ 

a meeting which resulted in only 
one minor disorder while virtually ‘ 
the entire police force stood ready 
to quell any trouble. ! 

Two counts Off the indictment ! 
charged the thefjj of $4,424.22 from j 
funds raised to defend Bund mem- ■ 
bers who were ^nvicted at River- j 
head( N, Y., of neglect to file with ! 
the State records of its official per-' ' 
sonnell 

The detectives told Dewey_thaf^ 
Kuhn’s car stopped at Krumsville' ! 
for gasoline and that three trunks 
were loaded into it there. Dewey 
safcl traveling bags had been picked j 
u| at three separate stops in NeVJ 
Ybrk earlier in the day by KuhiL 
aid his companions, who were nou 
immediately identified. ’ j. 


! 


To Ask $10,000 Bail --- 

Dewey, declaring conviction oi, 
all counts could result in maximum 
prison terms totaling 50 years, sair 
bp-would ask that bail be fixed aj 
$10,000 when Kuhn is taken before 
a magistrate in Hamburg, Pa., to 
determine extradition proceedings. 

Kuhn’s departure came two days 
after he was called before a grand 
jury here, but was excused upon re¬ 
fusal to waive immunity. 

Four counts in the indictment 
charge the theft of $565.76 in Bund 
fqnds set aside supposedly for trans¬ 
portation of furniture for one Mrs. 
Florence Camp from Los Angelfes 
tafNew York, and the theft of $15lE6 
bringing her furniture here fr An 
C&veland.- Mrs. Camp was de¬ 
scribed as a friend of Kuhn’s. 
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fjritz Kuhii.5 
Bund Leader, 
Held as Thief 


( He Is Arrested by 
! Dewey Detectives i 

'In Pennsylvania; 
Extradition Waived 

j Special Dispatch to The Post. 

1 New York, May 2^.—Fritz Kuhn, , 
“Fuehrer” of the GeAnan-American 
Bund, was arrested By District At¬ 
torney Thomas E. Dewey’s detec¬ 
tives today at Krumsville, Pa., three 
hours after a New York County 
. grand jury had ^indicted him on 12 
j counts of grand larceny and forgery 
for allegedly stealing $14,548.59 of 
his pro-Nazi organization’s funds. j 
Headed Westward in an automo-1 
. bile with three companions, the 44-' 
year-old Bund head was taken to 
the State police barracks at Ham¬ 
burg, Pa., where he waived extra-: 
dition and prepared to return to 
New York to face the charges. Ap¬ 
parently resigned to the swiftness of 
hisjihdictment and apprehension* he , 
ireflsed stolidly to comment oiJfthe - 
allegations, which, in the.event ofj 
,'corwiction, could bring him a irjkxi-: 
'mum term of 50 years in £?tate ! 


Followed by~Pbtice j 

Jnquestionably pleased at the sufc- 
, ce ;sful capture, Dewey commented: 
“The indictment shows that KuhnTs 
just a common thief.” 

.Kuhn’s indictment charged six 
counts of first degree grand larceny, 
four counts of second-degree grand 
larceny and two counts of third- 
degre^ forgery. The. first two 
counts accuse him of stealing 
$8,907.35 from the bund by misap¬ 
propriating funds collected at the 
organization’s rally at Madison 
Square Garden on February 20. The 
rally, devoted to violent denuncia- 
: tion of American Jewry and pres¬ 
ent heads of the jAmerican Gov¬ 
ernment, was guarded by one of 
the heaviest police concentrations 
ever assembled in New York. 

Two more counts alleged a further 
'theft by the bund head of $4,424.22 
>from a fund raised for the defense 
I of six officials of the German-Amer- 
- ican Settlement League, which oper¬ 
ates <^amp Siegfried near Riverhead* 
(Long Island, for Nazi sympathizers. 

! They were convicted of violating * 

; the State civil rights law in failing 
it® file membership lists with tile j 
'secretary of state, as required jrf f 
oa|h-bound organizations. The ve: : 

J diat has been reversed by the. appel¬ 
late division. . " 


j2 Forgery Counts 

| Another theft of $565.76 the 
: blind money, according to tho in- 
■diiitment, was for the purpos^of 
»paying for the transportation of 
Mrs. Florence Camp’s* furniture 
jfrom Los Angeles to New York, 
(Mrs. Camp was photographed with 
jKuhn when they visited the New 
York World’s Fair ten days ago, A 
isecond moving off furniture from 
‘New York to Cleveland also was 
jfinanced by $151.|5 of the bund’s 
(money, the indictment alleges, 
i Kuhn also stole $590 from the Set¬ 
tlement League, the indictment con- ■ 
{inues, by drawing a check to*his 
jown order, cashing it and charging 
;it off the books to legal fees paid to 
James D. C. Murray, attorney, for 
arguing the league’s officials’ appeal 
in the Camp Siegfried case. Murray 1 
*ever got the money, it is alleged. f 
; Th6 final two counts merely' 
charge Kuhn with forgery in|mak- 
jiag false entries in his boOKSt 
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!und Chief Seized in Thefl 


Kuhn 


Uemes forgery 

icoffs at Charge He Took 
$15,000 from Funds | 

Of U. S. Bund | 

/ new YORK, May' 26 -(UP.).: 
Fritz-Kuhn, president of the Ger : 
man ; American Bund and the fueh¬ 
rer of /American Nazis, was jailed 
today on a benah warrant charg¬ 
ing grand larceily. and forgery. 

He faced a {maximum of 50 
years* imprisonment on a 12-count 
indictment handed iip yesterday 
.by the grand jury.' it charged 
that he had stolen nearly* $15^0001 
:from the bund. ‘ - * ! 

Kuhn was arrested by agents 
of District Attorney .Thomas E. 
Dewey at a gasoline station out¬ 
side Krumsville, Pa., about 30 ! 
miles from Allentown,, yesterday. 
He denied he was fleeing arrest. 

■ Dewey’s detectives, it was revealed, 
have teen trailing him for nSbre 
than a week. J 

'rfie f did not know until wie^ 
telephoned New York from Krdms- 


f ville that the indictment had been, 
Ireturned. . With Kuhn wp r e ; 
Thomas ‘ Dixon; Gustav Elmjir, a 

* blind organizer, and Gerliardt 
iKunje, publicity agent for the, 

* buna.' They said they were en 

. ‘route to Chicago for a speaking; 
engagement. 

i Kuhn, who. fought in the Ger¬ 
man army- during .the- World War 
and now* is an American' citizen, 
left New. York abruptly yesterday. 
He picked up three suitcases at 
different addresses and drove off, 
unaware that his every move ,was; 
watched by detectives. 

Waives Extradition 


He waived extradition and was' 
returned to New York by Detec¬ 
tives James Gashman, James Can- 
avan and Joseph Norbuty early: 

1 today.’ ; * 

Kuhn, 43, portly, usually somber: 
and little given to joking, greeted': 
photographers and newspapermen 
; at police headquarters jovially, j 
; Asked about the alleged ’defalca-i 
1 tions, he said: “It’s a. lot of non* 

; sense.” 

■' Asked about specific counts in 
' the indictment, his, expression 
i changed and he snapped: “ghat’s 
my business.” ^ - 

He'said he had been surprised 
at the indictment but more lur- 
i .-prised that he had been shaac&ed. 
witHout him -knowing it fqp a: 
weet. :‘ He resented implications : 
,tha#"-he had- been fleeing. 


Result of hong Inquiry 

' t ' 4 J 

; |The indictment climaxed ssven 
; weeks of investigation into dund 
; affrairs. It charged, in one'edint, 
tlfet ■ Kuhn had stolen $3,907-of 
■ the proceeds of the Washington’s 
; Birthday “Americanization” meet- ’ 
i ing at Madison Square Garden. 

; Other counts- listed specific in- 
! stances of alleged diversion of 
1 bund funds. The last two counts 
} charged third-degree forgery. 

1 Kuhn had executed an about- 
' facj on Wednesday when,' afjer 
. announcing he would waive tn- 
mubity to testify before the grand 
juijy, changed his mind about 
waiving and angrily strode oul of 
the room. 
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KUHN (center) BOOKED AT NEW YORK POLICE STATION 

xiehrer shown with detectives who trailed him to Pennsylvania. — -l.N.P. 
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Leader Trailed to Small Town ( 
In Pennsylvania by N. Y. 
Officers; Waives Extraditierr 

: READING, Pa., May 25 (TJ.P.>. 
‘ Fritz jtJCuhn , feerman-'American 
bunc^ leader, wasfen route to New 
York tonight to face grand lar¬ 
ceny and forgery charges in con¬ 
nection with his bund activities. 
Kuhn left the West Reading bar- 
tracks of the Pennsylvania . State 
motor police with three New York 
detectives, and was expected to 
reach New York early tomorrow. 

Kuhn was- arrested earlier in 
‘Krumville and brought here while 
extradition papers were arranged. 
jThe party left for New York at 
8:30 p. m. (E.S.T.) 

Trailed From New York 

Kuhn was arrested by New York 
Detectives James Cashman, James 
Canazan and Joseph Norbury, at-' 

: tached to the office of District At¬ 
torney Thomas E. Dewey. They 
| had trailed Kuhn and three com¬ 
panions traveling in Kuhn’s auto¬ 
mobile, to Krumville, where the 
i party stopped for dinner. 1 

Kuhn offered no resistance* 
when the New York detectives,j 
supplemented b y Pennsylvania, 
State troopers* entered the small 
town gasoline station. Police said 
he remained calm and apparently 
was cheerful despite his deten tion. 

{. He has been indicted on" 
counts of grand larceny andj 
the New York county 
grand jury. The indictment 
charged him with larceny of $14,- 
548 in bund funds and forgery in 
connection with entries in the or-, 
jffanization’s books._ -- - _ v . 


-Qss^panions Not Held ^ 

1 The Fuehrer's three companions 
were not held. Thex ^identified? 
themselves as Thoma^pixon, of 
Manhattan; Gustave^TElmeiy of. 

\ Hobcken, N. J., and Gerhard Wil-l 
helimBCunz of Astoria, Queens. All 
threeVconfirmed Kuhn’is declara¬ 
tion that they were headed to 
address a Bund meeting in Chi¬ 
cago tomorrow night and one in 
Milwaukee the next night. Their 
bags contained Bund uniforms to 
be used for this purpose. ( ; 

If convicted on all 12 counts^ 
Kuhn could be sentenced to 50 
years in prison. 

The first two counts allege 
misuse of funds from a Madison 
Square Garden rally on February 
20 , 

The next* two charge embezzle¬ 
ment of $4,424.22 raised for the 
defense of members of the Bund 
who were tried at Riverhead, 1». I., 
for violation of a State law on 
registration of membership. 

I Other Funds Involved 

The fifth and sixth counts con¬ 
cerned $565.76 used to pay for the 
shipment from Los Angeles to 
New York of furniture belonging 
to Mrs. Florence Camp, with whom 
Kuhn was photographed at the 
World Fair here on May 3. He 
"£rss said he planned to marry Mrs: 
Camp. ___| 
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1 Two more counts alleged a further 
\ theft by the bund head of $4,424.22 
fro^i a fund raised for the defense 
' of 1 x officials of the German-Amer- 
icdh Settlement League, which oper- 

_/ L 0 ng Nazi sympa^^^feTS- 
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Bund Leader, 

Held as Thief 

* 

He Is Arrested by 
Dewey Detectives 
In Pennsylvania; 
Extradition Waived 


i Special Dispatch to The Post. 

New York, May 25.—Fritz Kuhn, 
‘‘Fuehrer” of the Carman - Amer ican. 
Bund, was arrested by District At¬ 
torney Thomas E. Dewey’s detec¬ 
tives today at Krumsville, Pa., three , 
hours after a New York County' 
grand jury had indicted him on 12: 

I counts of grand-larceny and forgery 
for allegedly stealing $14,548.59 of 
his pro-Nazi organization’s funds. * 
f Headed Westward in an automo-t 
bile with three companions, the 44- 
year-old Bund head was taken to 
the State police barracks at Ham-- 
burg, Pa., where he waive<j. extra¬ 
dition and prepared to return to 
New York to' face the charges. Ap- 
; parently resigned to the swiftness of! 
his indictment and apprehension, he 
refused stolidly to comment on the 
allegations, which, in the event of 
conviction, could bring him a maxi- 
! mum term of 50 years in State 
prison, 

] Followed by Police 

■ Unquestionably pleased at the suc- 
j cessipl capture, Dewey commented: 

I “Thp indictment shows that Kuhn is 
1 jusl' a common thief.” 

> Kuhn's indictment charged six 
counts of first degree grand larceny, 
four counts of second-degree gran® 
i larceny and two counts of thiragi 
,i degree forgery. The first wo 
counts accuse him of ■ stealing, 

‘ $8,907.35 from the bund by misap- 
j propriating funds collected at the 
organization’s rally at Madison, 

, Square Garden on February 20. The I 
' rally, devoted to violent denuncia- j 
! tion of American Jewry and pres-1 
! ent heads of the American Gov- 
: ernment, t was guarded by one of 
] the heaviest police concentrations 
j ever assembled in New York, 

| Two more counts alleged a further 
j theft by the bund head of $4,424.22 
1 from a fund raised for the defense 
of Mx officials of the German-Amer- 
icsm Settlement League, which oper- 

J Long IsiandVmr Nazi sympafifeers. 


They were convicted r* 

Jbe ’$tatd"tivil righA law in failings; 
to file membership lists with the 
secretary of state, as required .of 
oath-bound organizations. The ver¬ 
dict has been reversed by the appel¬ 
late division. - , 

Z Forgery Counts 
Another theft of $565.76 . of the 
bund money, according to the in¬ 
dictment, was for the .purpose of 
paying for the. transportation of : t 
Mrs. Florence Camp’s furniture j 
from Los Angeles to New York. ■ 
Mrs. Camp was photographed with 
Kuhii when they visited the New 
York World’s Fair ten days ago. A ■ 
second moving of furniture from j 
New York to Cleveland also was j 
financed by $151.25 of the bund’s 
money, the indictment alleges. 

Kuhn also stole $500 from the Set¬ 
tlement League, the indictment con¬ 
tinues, by drawing a check to his ; 
own order, cashing it and charging 
it off the books to legal fees paid to 
James D.' C. Murray, attorney, for 
arguing the league’s officials’ appeal 
in the Camp Siegfried case. Murray * 
never got the money, it is allege!. - 
The final two 1 counts merel|; 
charge Kuhn with forgery in makl; 
■insTalse entries in his books. ^ 


















NEW YORK.—FRITZ KUHN, WAS RELEASED FROM TOMBS PRISON LATE TODAY 

WHEN 'HE RAISED $5,000 BAIL. I, 

7 ° 5/26—E503P 
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ADD KUHN, NEW YORK * 

KUHN STILL WAS IN A CELL AT THE TOMBS AT MIDAFTERNOON WHILE GUSTAVE . 
ELMAR, A BUND ORGANIZER, ATTEMPTED TO RAISE THE BAIL. KUHN HAD ■.*■■$ 

$2,500-HALF THE AMOUNT. 5 M 

5/26--R249P 
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J / NEW YORKf-FREE OF $5,000 BOND, FRITZ^KU HN SAID TODAY THAT THE CHARGES 
: f OF LARCENY AND FORGERY AGAINST HIM,'TaS5YTO A POSSIBLE 50-YEAR PRISON 
, SENTENCE IN CASE OF CONVICTION WERE "A LOT OF NONSENSE.* 

; HE IS CHARGED WITH STEALING $14,548.59 FROM THE BUND .> 

AFTER PLEADING NOT GUILTY TO ALL I2 COUNTS INrHIS INDICTMENT, HE WAS 
CONFINED IN THE TOMBS FOR SIX HOURS, UNTIL GUSTAIMeLMER, NATIONAL 
ORGANIZER FOR THE BUND, ARRIVED WITH A SACK FULLYOF $5 AND $10 BILLS 
, FOR HIS BAIL. WARDEN WILLIAM ADAMS TOOK AN HOUR 'TO COUNT THE MONEY. 
v JUDGE CORNELIUS F. COLLINS, BEFORE WHOM HE WAS ARRAIGNED, SET NO 
\ DATE FOR TRIAL. . . 

, 5/27—W0907A " * 
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Mmsf for'Mr* Tmm\ May 18, 1339 b7c 

''told'kim that f would certainly look over these articles 
and speak toihe AttorneyGener al to see if $eme Move 
could not ber W^tde on cur 'part* f | t$£g he Jfsart 

called to ' ctS^ident fully; advise lie of this- release 9 a.l- •. 
though he wtwldrather not be pla ced in the position 
that it ,M*poured.- he ims pressing this issue* ■ •, V ■ 

■■■■■'■’ I told him. have had this ourselves and ' 

that I would see if"%e can get some action sn this matter* 

Very truly 


JohnSdgar ■ Bocve#;^' 
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JuryTnvestigat'ttft--- 
In Bund Tax Case 
Directed by Dewey i 

1 . i 

Takes Action on Report I 
From Mayor La Guardia 
Gn Herlands' Inquiry 


By the Associated Press. 

NEW YORK, May 18.—District 
Attorney ■ Thomas E. Dewey an¬ 
nounced today that in conjunction 
with a “major investigation” of the 
pro-Nazi German-American Bund 
being made by his own office, he had 
directed a grand jury investigation 
of misdemeanor tax avoidance ac¬ 
cusations against National Build 
Leader Fritz 'Kuhn and others 
brought by the city administrate i. 

lie acted on the basis of a report 
from Mayor La Guardia of an inquiry 
made by William B^Herlands, the 
city Commissioner of 1 investigation, 
alleging various claims W tax evasion 
■ and, violation of the city relief tax 
laws.. ' - ■ 

.At. the same time, in a letter to 
the mayor, Mr. Dewey stressed that 
1 his own staff had been making an 
investigation of “certain alleged 
substantial felonies,” and that this 
inquiry would go on. 

He called attention to the fact 
that on May 2 his office had sub¬ 
poenaed books and records of'the 
I Bund “and related corporations,” 
land rejected as “absurd” an asser- 
; tion by Kuhn that $1,800 had.disap- 
* peared from the Bund office in con¬ 
nection with that raid. 

All offenses alleged by Mr. Her- 
■lands-were misdemeanors. , ■ | 

; .Four corporations connected - wlith 
activitiesof ■ the. bund also w|re 
accused of: tax delinquencies. Ae 
T®Dort was prepared by William £). 
Hgrlands, commissioner of investi¬ 
gation, after a lengthy inquiry into 
build affairs. ___ 


| The report charged Kuhn his 
M ssociates and the corporations'with 
of misdemeanor—fifing 

f -audulent tax returns, failing . to 
Sa es tax returns, failing to reg¬ 
ister as a vendor, failing to ki en 

c ° m . pute a sal es tax, fJil- , 
ng to file business tax returns and 

returns/ 0 ^ personal Property tax 

Mf e HeriTnri. ding i li l mediate action - 1 
J” ■ ,f rlands said his inquiry had 

nh!? ? reatly interfered with and 
obstructed by the failure of Kuhn 
and other bund officials to produce 
membership lists and a number of 
other records.” 

n^Wr? deS KU ? n the individuals | 

, named were James Wheeler Hill 

lahd d wnr 0na } seoretary; Max Rapp 
and \Vilham Leudtke, treasurer and 

tSesT ? f the Q ™-American 
Business League; Richard Mefctin 

the A * V * Publishing 
<^>rp., which publishes the bund’s I 
boial organ; Max Buckte, man! 
■ i '; t n u i: er °* bund- uniforms; Kaf-1 
^aenzler, officer of a company whiah 
^ports swastika emblems, and Frfd 
Hackl, head of a company whi/h 
handles the bund’s printing 7 * h 



-J&HN EDGAR HOOVER 
f DIRECTOR 
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itfoDeral bureau of Inucaftgaftou 
United §tatoa Boparfmettf of Justice 
JHaatjIngton, U. C. 

May 22, 1939 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 


On May 18 I furnished to | | 

a copy of the Bureau's summary memorandum upon 
FritsOKuhn advising him that you desired he have 
this data in order that he might look it over 
because of its pertinency to the brief which . he 
had submitted concerning the possibility of 
Kuhn '_s being subject to deportation. Subsequently 
\called me and advised that he did not 
o eTTeve We facts furnished were sufficient - to 
justif y an][ proceedi ngs against Kuhn. I pointed 
put to ] | that we had requested the 

tftate Department to endeavor to verify Kuhn's 
crvmTndT rTcord in Munich. 

Respectfully } jf 


E. A . Tamm . 
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>*JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 


DIRECTOR 
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iffriteral (Bureau of Jnuesttgatiou 
Umteii States department of Justice 
JUastitugton, d. <21. 

May 24, 1939 


EATtCOH 

Timet 9t05 a.m. 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILE 


RE: GERMAN-AMERICAN BUND 



of f/ie/toepgr tTOeat _ p.f. .^tate 


called in connection with a copy of a report 
submitted to MayorJ^LaGuardia by the Investigative 


Committee which touches upon activities of the 

Frits^Kuhn 


German-American Bund, 
and others. 


r 


statefi 


sure I had a copy of th^jj^eport. I told him 
I would check and in the event the Bureau has 


not been furnished a copy of such report, I 



r 





FAtSE RETURN 


LAIDTO_BUND 

Mayor, Herlands arid 
Portfolio Decide to 
Prosecute 


The arrest of TjVitg Kuh n, national 
leader of the German-American : 
Bundand Nazi, spokesman in tail 
country* arid several of his lieu* 
tenants was ordered today on 
charges that they committed perjury 
in connection with sales tax re* 

' ports. 

Decision to arrest Kuhn and his 
henchmen was reached at a City 
Hall' conference* between' Mayor 
LaGuardia, Commissioner of Inves* 
igation William B.\JHerlands and 
City Treasurer Almemndo Portfolio, 
Herlands has been conducting an 
investigation of sales tax reports 
made by tbe Bund on uniforms and 
caps and belts sold to Bund mem* 
bers. Kuhn and other Bund execu* 
tives were said to have been ques¬ 
tioned on these reports, and the 
■truthfulness of their replies now is 
'being challenged. . ( ' 

Won’t Run Away 
Kuhn and his associates were at 
the Bund’s office, 186 East Eighty- 
fifth Street, when the decision to. 

' press for their arrest became known.- 
“I will stay right here,” he said. 
IT didn’t do nothing. I will not run 
away. I am not afraid. t 
j .“We will all be here. We told' 
jth e truth when Portfolio and Har* 
^SS^ssteuestioned..jus,L’_____._! 


! on March 29 six locai ieaa^s ot 
ithe Bund were subnenaedjy ,1 ort 
8 *oSo, and ordered.to promice 
bership and subscription- listsjas 
.well as all books, accounts and 
'records pertaining to receipts from 
the sale of pamphlets, books ahd 
“ifortns. Bank statements and 
cSd checks of six Bund units 

bn the city also were subpencted. 

The Six' leaders 
The six leaders summoned for tha 
inouiry were: James. Wheeler-Hill 
i acUng leader in Manhattan, whose - 

address was not disclosed^, K.au 
Nicholai, 267 St Nicholas Avenue, 
Brooklyn, who has since 
of the country; Henry Van Holt. 

. 1236 Webster Avenue, The 
Herman Schwarzman, 24-36 Twen 
’ w ninth Street, Astoria, uusxav 

'Vogt 17 Oakland Avenue otaple- 

ton S. I., and Walter Brochers, 133. 

: 04 109th Avenue, South Ozone Park, 

; L ’e.’ 0 V ‘jkrause of 
1 Sixth slet, and M]%chte of 901 
Wyckoff Avenue, Br^lyn. xauu 
who made Bund unif&W also were 

q Last°we d ek an application by Kuhn 
for a passport was held up by Sec- 
! Mary of State Hull afthe request 
Mavor LaGuardia, who said 
; Nicholai had quietly sailed for Ger. 

• s. also were held up at tner 
4*' -feat’s request.-- 
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Detectives Speed 'Fuehrer' 
To New York as Aides 
Go On to Milwaukee 

The YGer man-American Bund 
is estreated' ~td' Time 200,000 to 
300,000 members in its 65 posts 
„ throughout the United States . 
The bund publishes newspapers 
in New York, Philadelphia, Chi¬ 
cago and Los Angeles, a national 
young people's magazine , and 
maintains a score of summer 


(By the Associated Press. 

| NEW YORK, May 26.—Protesting 
l "It’s all nonsense,” Frifcz Kuhn, 
[national leader of the German- 
jAmerican Bund, was jailed early to¬ 
day on charges of forgery and grand 
larceny of $14,589 in connection with 
bund activities. 

Kuhn, motoring with three com¬ 
panions to Chicago-and Milwaukee, 
where he was scheduled to speak 
today and tomorrow, was arrested 
yesterday afternoon in a roadside 
lunchroom at Krumsville, Pa., 28 
miles northeast of Reading, by de¬ 
tectives who trailed him from New 
York. 

Kuhn was accompanied by Gus¬ 
tav Elmar, national organizer of 
the Bund, of Hoboken, N. J.; Thom¬ 
as Dixon* of New York, and Gerhard 
Wilhelm Kunze of Astoria, Long 
Island. 

Kuhn waived extradition before a 
Reading justice of the peace and 
was returned to New York by the 
detectives in an automobile. Elmar 
accompanied him as far as New¬ 
ark, N. J. 

Aids Continue Trip West. 

Kunze and Dixon continued their 
trip, one purpose of which they said 
was to open a bund camp at Mil¬ 
waukee. 

The bulky, vociferous bundsfueh- 
rer was indicted late yesterday on 
12 counts. District Attorney Thom¬ 
as E. Dewey said conviction could 
result in prison terms * totaling 60 
years. 

Lt. William Grafnecker of the 
grand jury squad said Kuhn had 
been watched more than a week' 
and that the three detectives who 
arrested him—James' Cashmas^ 
James Canovan and Joseph Mor-. 
bury of Dewey’s staff—had been^ 
under orders '’not to let him get 
far from New York.” 

When Kuhn and his companions 
halted for lunch the three tele¬ 
phoned New York and were told 
the indictment had been returned. 

Kuhn never had an opportunity 
to eat his lunch, for the return trip 
started almost at once. 

Fingerprinted Early Today. 

Wearing the same torn trousers as 
when he was arrested—they were 
held together by a safety n in~- 
Kuhn was booked at 1:25 a,m> 
to.d^y ? : ; 'IpMtn 

Lmediatfilv to .Pohcft he althiiar f £rs... 



READING, PA.—BUND LEADER ARRESTED— FritzlKuh n, Ger¬ 
man American Bund J eafter: shown leaving State police head¬ 
quarters at Hamburg, Pa., shortly after his arrest yesterday. 
Around him are three New York detectives, who trailed him into 
Pennsylvania. Left to right, are, James Cashman, Gustav Elmar 
and James Canovan. In, back is Pennsylvania State Policeman 
Edward J. Strickland. \ —A. P. WirephcSfeo. 


where he was photographed, finger- 
-nrinteri and lodged in a cell to aw*£4 
appearance before a magistrate. 

At the, Beach street police station 
where he was booked, Kuhn ap¬ 
peared cheerful and disclaimed 
knowledge that he was to be ar¬ 
rested. 

"Of course it was a surprise,” he 
remarked, "but I’ll take care of 
that.” 

"What about that $14,589 you are 
accused of taking?” he was asked. 

"It’s all nonsense ” replied • Kuhn. 

. The indictment alleges theft of 
$8,907.35 from the Bund and charges 
misappropriation of funds from the 
Washington’s Birthday rally which 
Kuhn led ' at, .Madison gquare Gap 
fden. * : ' - ,v ' 1 y v'* ; : O 


m 


peon . 


E. A. Tamm_ 

Mr. Clegg.,. 

Mr. Coffey. 


Mr. Egan. 

Mr. Foxworth. 
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\ Mr, Mclntims 


Mr. Quinn Tamm.. 
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| Bliss Gandy. 



T”Two _ coi^s accuse him 

» of $ 4 , 424.22 from funds raisfti • 
fend Bund members convicted 
at Riverhead, N. Y.; of 
flle with the State records of official 
personnel. and four counts detail 
the alleged theft of $565.76 m Bund 
funds set aside supposedly for 
transportation of furniture for a 
Mrs Florence Camp from Los 
Angeles to New York, and charge 
j theft of $ 151.26 . for bringing her 

B -niturc from Cleveland. 

Mrs. Camp was described as a 
end of Kuhn’s. 

Car Quietly Cornered, i 
Kuhn and his three companions 
.d stopped at Schlenker’s r&tau- 
nt and gas station, pn v routc V. 

at ■ 

%-ixi 





















said that when Kuhn 
and his Triends pulledsS^jjn the ; 
car 'they ordered the gasoline rank 
filled.. Then they stepped inside 
and asked Alice Young, a waitress, 
if they could'get a meal. 

The meal, however, never was 
served, for ^almost before the men 
took their seats another-car, bear¬ 
ing a New York license, flashed past 
the station, quickly turned around 
j and drove directly in front of 
Kuhn's car. 

A man, who identified himself as 
a "policeman'” emerged from the j 
car, took Mr. Gehringer aside and 
; asked him t o phone to the State | 
Police substaifuTrF'ab Hamburg, Pa.,' 
jand request an officer be sent at 
once. ■ ■ ' ! 


A 


While Gehringer was doing this, 
,he said, the other three men 
emerged from the car and all four 
| went into the restaurant. With 
[little preliminary, Gehringer said, 
the four took Kuhn and his three 
tfrierAs into a side room and spoke 
ipartiy in German and partly in 
English. Finally'the man, who .first 
jiden ified himself, as 1 a policeman, 
said^sharply: ’ - 

"Fritz, you sit down on that 
chair.” 

There was ; no - further discussion 
and soon a. State policeman ar¬ 
rived from Hamburg. 

Held Up Passports. 

The grand jury investigation, of 
the Bund grew out of an inquiry 
instigated by Mayor La Guardia and 
carried out • by Investigation Com¬ 
missioner William Herlands. 

The first overt development came 
two weeks ago, when the Ma,yor 
asked the State Department to hold 
up passport applications from Kuhn; 
Kunze and two others, pending com¬ 
pletion of the inquiry. . 

One Bund official under scrutiny, 
it was disclosed at that time, already 
had left the country. 

Eight days ago Mayor La Guardia 
turned over to Mr. Dewey the evi- 
! dence collected by Herlands, "for 
! such prosecutive action as you may 
; deem proper.” 

Mr. Dewey said the, traveling bags 
>of the men when arrested contained 
; Bund uniforms, amohg other thirigg. 

Kuhn, a German-World War vet¬ 
eran, who claims to have helped 
Adolf Hitler in his abortive Munich 
"beer cellar putsch”. of 1923, went 
from Germany to Mexico soon after, 
and entered the United States in 
1927. 

He worked for Henry Ford as a 
chemist in Detroit and was natural¬ 
ized in 1933. 

The same year he joined "The 
Friends of New Germany,” became 
president the next year, changed 
;he organization’s name to thfiGer- 
an-American Bund, and movfe^his 
eadquarters to New York City.^^ 







j j£«fiin Freed 
On Bail After 
Woman’s Visit 

$5,000 Mysteriously 
Provided Although 
Bund Fails Chief 


By international News service . ■ 

* New York, May 26.—Fritz Kuhn,! 
leader of the German-American 
Bund indicted for grand larceny- 
and forgery, was released from ( 
Tombs Prison tonight even thoughj 
the storm troopers he is charged! 
with fleecing failed to provide the 
necessary $5,000 bail. 

A dark-haired-woman presented 
herself at the"* ^pmbs hours after 
Kuhn had been Mocked up after 
pleading not guilL and-asked-if J 
bail had yet been provided through | 
Bund sources, as Kuhn had hoped j 
it would be. Told no bail had been j 
paid, she went away and a. few ! 
minutes later Kuhn’s lawyer ap- ! 
peared and paid the bail in cash j 
while the mystery woman waited in j 
a car outside. As soon as Kuhn was 
released he left. with the lawyer 
and the woman. . 

The lawyer would not say who the 
woman was or whether she had 
provided the bail, mostly in $5 and 
$10 bills, but he did say it had not 
come from Bund contributions, 
which he had hoped to raise. 

Kuhn is charged with embezzling 
more than $14,500 from several 
Bund organizations, including sev¬ 
eral hundred dollars said to have 
been spent to move furniture be¬ 
longing to Mrs. Florence Camp, a 
divorcee, from Cleveland and Los 
Angeles to New York. 

Mrs. Camp, with whom the Kuhn 
indictment says he is ipfntiT- 
th ough he is married, was reported 
to be In New York today. 

Early this morning Kuhn, a Ger- 


machine gunner in the Worl d: 
War who is now a naturalized; 
American, was brought back from 
Pennsylvania, where he was ar¬ 
rested. He was paraded at the police 
lineup, fingerprinted and photo¬ 
graphed, and pleaded not guilty to 
the charges against him. _ 

In court he stood unsmiling at the 
, rail, drumming with heavy fingers 
i on a Bible used for witnesses taking 
truth-oath, until the clerk 
droned: , ‘ , 

| “Fritz Kuhn, you are charged 
I with grand larceny in the first de- 
’ gree, grand larceny in the second 
degree, and forgery in the third 
degreeT How' do you plead? 

“Not guilty,” Kuhn replied em¬ 
phatically. . 

The judge showed surprise when 
the district attorney asked $5,000 

^ a “If it was ieft to me I would not 
have fixed it so low,” he said. 

That figure was set, however, 
after the prosecutor explained the 
low amount was in acknowledge¬ 
ment of Kuhn’s having waived ex¬ 
tradition and having returned from 
Pennsylvania voluntarily with the 
arresting officers. ' 

Several professional bondsmen 
refused to furnish the bail, how¬ 
ever, and Kuhn was taken to the 
Tombs, staying there until his bail 
was arranged in the late afternoon. 

Kuhn was smiling and scornful 
in the police lineup, under spot¬ 
lights and the searching gaze of 250 
detectives. . , 

“Are these charges against you 
true, Fritz?” he was asked. 

“No.” ' 

“Why were you arrested? 

“I don’t know, yet.” 

Leaving police headquarters to 
enter a police van for the ride to 
court, Kuhn was grinning until 
someone in the street crowd yelled: 

“Hey, Fritz, wie matcht der Hit¬ 
ler? (How’s Hitler doing?) 

Kuhn turned to glare at the 
crowd and then climbed into the 
barred wagon. 

Kuhn Romance Ended 

Long Beach. Calif., May 26 (£>).— 
The romance between Fritz Kuhn, 
German-American Bundleader, and 
Mrs. Florence Camp, Long Beach 
divorcee, is ended, her brother said 
today, 

. Newton Todd, an attorney, ex¬ 
plained there had been a romance 
between his sister and Kuhn but 
it “has been off now for several 
] months.” , 

' Todd related Mrs. Camp fret 
aboard ship returning flom 
^nfEnglan'd several months before feer 
j Reno divorce a year ago from a 
- wealthy Long Beach oil man. 
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Nazi Chief Pleads Innocent; 
Mystery Woman Calls 
At Tombs Prison 

NEW YORK, May 26. —Fritz 
Kuhn, number one Nazi,; was 
released from the Tombs late this 
afternoon after posting $5,000 bail. 

Kuhn, known as the American 
■ Fuehrer,” , is .charged with steal¬ 
ing $14,548 from his own German- 
American Bund.- 

Several Hours in Tombs 

The bund chief had pleaded not 
guilty, to the theft charge earlier 
today in general sessions court 
and was remanded to the Tombs 
when he was unable to post the 
$5,000 bail. Friends posted the 
bail after Kuhn had been in the 
Tombs most of the afternoon. 

Identity of the persons who; 
furnished the $5,000 bail to free 
the Bund leader was kept secret. \\ 

Shortly before 4 p. m. a short, 
stocky man in a brown suit and 
a brown-haired woman in a dark[ 
suit entered the warden’s office! 
at the Tombs and asked if the 
bail had been posted. Told that; 
it had not, they left hurriedly. 

Given in $5 and $10 Bills' 

Half an, hour later Kuhn's at- 
Srney, Vahan H. Kalenderian,' 
,nd Gustave Elmer, a .Bund 
cjrganizer, appeared and* 8 ®* 8 ?^-; 
iced cash for the bail. Most? 


oLthe money was in $5 and igwi 
bills. Hurfv, Coffey ..jotfrfUtJBW. | 

was the money raised by cwi-: 
triwutions?” Elmer was asked. 1 Crowi............ I 

‘$No,” Elmer replied, “someoft^j*, Egan......... 

was kind enough . . .” Bit 
Kalenderian hushed him up 1>*»'• Foworta... 
fore he could complete the <,e ife. Giavin 

^The unidentified man ar df* r * H “ bo 
twoman who had inquired fir teste* 

about the bail waited outside tta, 
iTombs in a sedan , for an ho\ r 
until ‘Kuhn was released aft, Mt. NUhb 
the bills' had been ; checked f,< QaismTarntt^.l 
Icounterfeits. 1 

Judge' Cornelius F. Cullins sai m:?v&***™***»l 
"$5,000 is a very modest sum" an Qcaitf M 
he would have.set the bail highf r 

had there been proposals frogiw-.. 

District., Attorney, Thomas 
Dewey’s office. 

Earlier as.followers tried to ob- 1 
tain ( bond for him, Kuhn paced a 
cell in the Tombs prison, gloomily 
hopeful. 

Kuhn- wore a grey suit with a| 
red pin stripe, -white shirt, red tie 
and .highly polished black shoes r 
when-he was arraigned in court. . 

His Jiair was. slicked carefully. 

He -.drummed . his: fingers on a 
Bibl'i which had, been left onfthe 
L tabl<. where.he sat. 

■ Atl the lineup, detectives ques¬ 
tioned suspected felons and vag¬ 
rants picked up during the night, 

;saving Kuhn ,for the last. Then 
Lieut. James Pytko read the 
charge against the bund leader 
and demanded: 


“What’s this about,; Fritz? Is 
it true?” 

“No,” Kuhn replied. 

“Why were you arrested?” 
Pytko asked. 

“I don’t know yet,” Kuhn re¬ 
plied; , .. ’ ■ 

In answer to - routine questions 
he gave his occupation, as “presi-! 
dent of the German - American 
Bund,” and -said- he formerly was 
a chemical engineer, last employed 
by the.-Ford. Motor Company in 
1936.=. He - is a native of Munich,; 
he said,*-has. lived in the United; 
States for 14 years and never had : 
been arrested previously. 

Earlier, -he. had been questioned 
by police, photographed and fin¬ 
gerprinted. . 

Kuhn was arrested at a gasolene 
station outside. Krumsville, Ha., 
aJjout. 30 miles from Allentown, 
yesterday... He denied he .was mee- 
iyg arrest., Dewey's detective4 it 
was revealed, had, been trailing 
him for jnore ihan,a week. 
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KUHN FREED ^ unt * Lea der on Way to Jhl il 


I IN THEFT CASE 

Bund Chief Pleads Not Guilty; 

Mysterious Pair Supplies 
! Bond at Tombs in Small Bills 


NEW YORK, May 26.-^ Fritz 
Kuhn 1 , numbfer one Nazi, was 
released from the Tombs late this 
afternoon after posting; $5,000 bail. 

Kuhn, known as the American 
"Fuehrer,” is charged with steah 
ing $14,548 from his own German- 
American Bund. 

Several Hours in Tombs 

The bund chief had pleaded not 
guilty to the theft charge earlier 
today in general' sessions court 
and was remanded to the Tombs 
■when. he was unable to post the 
$5,000 bail. Friends posted the 
bail after Kuhn had been in the 
Tombs most of the afternoon. 

Identity of the persons who 
ifurnished the. $5,000 bail to free 
the Bund leader was kept secret. 

Shortly before 4 p. m. a short 
Stocky man in a brown suit and 
a brown-haired woman in a dark * 
suit entered the warden's office 
at the Tombs and asked if the 
bail had been posted. Told that 
it had not, they left hurriedly. | 

Given in $5 and $10 Bills 1 1 

Half an hour later Kuhn’s at| I 
torney, Vahan H. Kalenderian, j 
and Gustave Elmer, a Bund ( 
organizer, appeared and pro* ! 
duced cash for the bail. Most 
of the money was in $5 and $10 
bills' 

“Was the money raised by con- 
tributionsfi” Elmer was asked. 1 

■No/ 0 Elmer replied, ‘someone f 
was kind enough . . /’ Biit { 
Kalenderian hushed him up be- ; 
fore he could complete the sen- ; 
tehee. \ 

The unidentified man ana ' 
woman who had inquired first 
about the bail waited outside the 
Tombs in a sedan for an hour 
Until Kuhn was released after 
the bills had been checked if or 
counterfeits. \ . 

Judge Cornelius F. Cullins dpid ; 
"$5,000 is a very modest sum” mid 
he would have set the bail higher 
had there been proposals from 
District Attorney Thomas E. 
Dewey's office. __ 



FRITZ KUHN (RIGHT) AND POLICE OFFICER 

‘Fuehrer’ Shewn Yesterday on Return to N. Y.—Aente 
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Earlier as. followers tried to ob- 
tain bond for him, Kuhn paded a 
bell in the Tombs prison; glocmlly 
hopeful s 

Kuhn wore a grey suit wih a 
ted pin stripe, white shirt, red tie 
and highly polished black shoes 
When he was arraigned in court. 
His hair was slicked carefully. 
He drummed his fingers on a 
Bible w^h had been left on the 
table where he sat. 

At the lineup, detectives ques¬ 
tioned suspected felons and vag¬ 
rants picked up during the night, 
fcaving Kuhn for the last, Then 
Lieut James Pytko read the 
Charge against the bund leader 
and demanded: 

“What’s this about, Fritz? Is 
ft true?” 

“No,” Kuhn replied* 

“Why were yoi^ arrested?” 
Bytko asked. 

“I don’t know yet,” Kuhn re-, 
plied. 

In answer to routine questions 
he gave his occupation as “presi¬ 
dent of the Oerman* American 
Bund,” and said he formerly was 
a chemical engineer, last employed 
by the Ford Motor Company in 
1936. He is a native of Munich, 
he said,. has lived in the United 


States for 14 years and never had 
been arrested previously* 

Earlier, he had been questioned 
( by police, photographed and fin* 
gerprinted. f 

Kuhn was arrested at a gasolipe 
( station outside Krumsville, 
about 30 miles from Allentown, 
yesterday. He denied he was see¬ 
ing arrest. Dewey's detectives,' it 
was revealed, had been trailing 
him for more than a week* 
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May 12, 1939 


MEMOEMDUM FOR MR. E. A. TI 


* -®« 






In accordance with vour request, I called □ 
| of the State Dep artment and explained to 
him that %e desired to interview I \ 

who was at one time assigned to the United States Legation 
at Munich. 


advised, after a check of his records, 




1 

|had 


France, on May 7, 1939, and could be reached upon arrival 
at the United States Dispatch Office located at 45 Broadway, 
New York City. 

It is recalled that| is to be inter¬ 

viewed in order to vouch for the integrity of Informant 
l&pitz as to his allegations concerning the criminal record 
of Frit^Juhn. \ 

The information obtained from was 

transmitted to | as has been outlined in a memo¬ 

randum to you. 

Respectfully, v. 



.RBCORDK'J 

IUHEXEIi 





/ 


l 

jMQHN EDGAR HOOVER * 
^ DIRECTOR £ 
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KEM: C J 
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Sfeiteral Muvean of Imirgtfgntfon 
Umtr& States department of Justice 

*s 

fflSaalylitgfon, 50. C. 

* May 23, 1939 


' 1 ( 5 / 22 / 3 $! 

v < 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR 




3®U_ 

from | | wi th referen ce to the possible denaturalization 

of Fjfitz t&uhn | | has prepared the material in memorandum 

form in two columns. The column on the left contain^ quota¬ 
tions printed in the German language in Germany and pertains- 
to Germans in the United Statesj while idle column on the right 
contains quotations from theTDeutscher Weckruf und Beobachter, 
the official organ of the Gerraan-American Bund, published in 
the United States. The quotations in the column on the right 
indicate compliance with the instructions issued from Germany. 

This memorandum is prepared in German and will have 
v tp be translated by the tran slator of the New York office, 

’ ~jwould charge $35.00 for 

lwas on the phone I tele- 

d that it would 
the 


At this time Special Agent[ 
rk, < 

Iwit 


called 


from; New Yor k, advising that he has now obtained the material 


| I said thatf 

\this translation. While 
phonically communi cated with you an< 

to pay| 


it 
sum of 


b7C 

b7D 


$ 35.00 


be appropriate forf 

for his services in this connection,. I accordingly advised^ 

| — " ” |sa'id that this would be handled immediately 

and would be forwarded to the Bureau in the next couple of days. 


£ 



quotations are absolutely of no value to the Bureau unless they 























'Mounts of Kuhn 
Seized by Dewey 1 
In Bund Theft Hunt 

$1,380 Disappeared I 
I During "Raid," Chief | 

| Of 5 Groups Charges j 

; That an investigation is now he- 1 
;ing carried on by the District At- ; 
tomey’s office into “alleged grand 
larceny in substantial amounts’' in 
Fritz Kuhn's German-American; 
; Bund and four other groups “all 
understood to be Nazi organizations 
at the same address” became known 
today. ; 

! The inquiry was revealed by Paul ; 
E. Lockwood, executive assistant to 
District Attorney Dewey, after Mr. 
Kuhn angrily telephoned him yes¬ 
terday to charge that $1,380 in cash 
had disappeared from his office at 
178 E. 85th St. during a “raid” by 
the District Attorney's men a week 
ago yesterday. Mr. Kuhn tried to 
talk to District Attorney Dewey and 
was told .to. call at the office today 
if h® wished to discuss the seizure. 

Organizations Involved. 

The organizations whose books and 
papers were seized on subpoena were 
the A. V. Publishing Corp., the Ger¬ 
man-American Settlement League, 
Inc.; the German-American Busi- 
ness League, Inc.; the Bund, and 
the German-American Front, Inc* 
Prior to his telephone talk with' 
Mr. Lockwood Mr. Kuhn said that, 
about a dozen men, describing 
themselves as representatives of the 
District Attorney's office, forced en¬ 
trance to my . office and took im-l 
portant papers, filed, bank books,' 
canceled checks and practically 
everything away with them.” 1 
In that statement Mr. Kuhn, dc- 
wording to the District AttomdW 
pffice, was said to have declaied 
|hat $1,800 in cash had disappeared, 
dfn his later talk with Mr. Lockwood - 
jhe sum mentioned was $1,380! 


j „ Mr. Kuh n said that Ja mes Whe el- 
i5" inn,, ^Secretary of the*“uuhu, was 
in the office at the time of the! 
“raid” and was “pushedq aside and 1 
overpowered by men who broke in. 
like murderers, like holdup men.” 

Mr. Kuhn said he discovered this 
state of affairs on his return from 
• California yesterday. 

A statement issued by Mr. Lock- 
wood last night declared that Mr. 
Kuhn “returned to New York City 
a week ago. His statement would 
'appear to be a sudden after thought 
in^n attemt to exlapin the loss of 
part of the funds, the absence, of 
which is under investigation. Al¬ 
though he has been in the city a 
week he has made no statement un¬ 
til this, afternoon, immediately fol¬ 
lowing the questioning of Hill at 
this office about the funds.” 

Police Officer Present. 

Mr. Lockwood asserted that when 
the books were subpoenaed on May 
.2, “an accountant attached to this 
(Office and a police officer of the 
City of New York were present. 
The books were subpoenaed in tke 
course of an investigation of cer¬ 
tain alleged grand larceny in sut- 
stj ntial amounts. I 

;‘James Wheeler Hill, secretacfer 
of' the Bund, N was present at the, 


Timsf—me subpoenas were serve| 
He received and agreed to an a® 
thenticated receipt for the dog 
uments delivered. No office wfl 
broken into. Hill made no obJe$ 
incompliance wit h, the, lav 
fully served subpoenas.” j 
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fftfS Jor Halts Issuance of Passports to 

And T wo Bund Aides After One Slips Away 


After the discovery that one of 
the German-American Bund mem¬ 
bers under investigation by the city 
already had sailed quietly for Ger¬ 
many, Mayor La Guardia tele¬ 
graphed yesterday to Cordell Hull, 
Secretary of State, asking him to 
withhold approval of the passport 
applications of Fritz Kuhn, bund 
leader, and two other members of 
the organization. Secretary Hull 
announced in Washington that the 
Mayor’s request had been granted. 

The Mayor's action came after a 
report on the progress of the city’s 
inquiry was made to him at the 
World’s Fair City Hall by William 
B. Herlands, Commissioner of In¬ 
vestigation. Mr, Herlands, who has 
been checking the bund’s payments 
of city sales taxes on its uniforms 
and publications, told the Mayor 
that Karl Nicolay, Brooklyn > bund 
leader” had sailed for Germany 
about April 6. He departed before 
completion of the .city investigation 
and Mr. Herlands learned that 
Kuhn and his two other associates 
had applied ^or passports three 
weeks ago. 

In addition to Kuhn, according to 
the Mayor, the bund members who 
planned to leave the country are 
Fritz Schwiering of 21 Scribner 
Avenue, New Brighton, S. I., and 
Gerhard Wilhelm Kunze of 92-39 
Lamont Avenue, Elmhurst, Queens. 
sSjhwiering is business manager of 
tt® A. Z. Publishing Corporation, 
official publishers of the bund’s lit¬ 


erature, and Kunze is "director*of 
public relations and enlighten¬ 
ments.” 

Mr. Herlands began his investiga¬ 
tion of the bund and its tax pay¬ 
ments to the city Feb. 2S, shortly 
after the controversial Nazi mass 
meeting was held in Madison 
Square Garden. 

In his message to Secretary Hull 
the Mayor declared that the three 
bund members were planning to 
leave the country before the end of 
Mr. Herland’s inquiry. He said that 
the investigation should be com¬ 
pleted within a few days and asked 
the State Department to keep the 
passport applications ip abeyance 
until the sales tax inquiry had been 
finished. 

Mr. Kunze v said last night his 
passport was to expire last March 
and he applied for a renewal to 
save $5 on fe^s. He answered re¬ 
ports that pressure had been 
brought to speed issuance of the 
passports by saying he has not yet 
received his and therefore had 
been "occasionally inquiring” why 
it was being held up. 

Mr. Kunze assumed that Mr. 
Kuhn and Mr. Schwiering had 
merely applied for renewals, too, 
although he was not sure. He said 
none of them has any plans for 
leaving the country. 

"These are more of the san e 
tricks we’re getting used to,” saMd 
Mr. Kunze. "We’re not worried ^ 
things like that.* 1 i 
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Move to Leave U. S. 


Passport applications by Fritz Kuhn, leader of the German-American Bund, 
and two of his lieutenants, have been held up by the State Department in Wash¬ 
ington, it was learned here last night, after it had been announced that Mayor 
LaGuardia had telegraphed Secretary Hull to defer validation of the documents. 

The State Department 



indicated it was in complete 
accord with the Mayor’s de¬ 
sire and that the application 
will be pigeon-holed until 
the Federal Governmeiit is 
sure that no official agency 
urgently requires * Kuhn’s 
continued presence in the 
country. 

At present, one branch of the 
Federal Government and two 
branches of the “city government 
are probing the Bund. 

Kuhn and the others, Fritz Sch- 
wiering and Gerhard Kunze, ale_ 
wanted in this jurisdiction until 
Commissioner of Investigate n 
Herlands completes his ch eckJ p 


r 
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and its office^ Jj-tbiftfr 
investigating a reported failure to 
pay the city sales tax. 
p Schwiering's business address is \ 

: the A. Z. Publishing Corp,, which 
puts ou^the official Bund bulletin. 
Kunze^is the director of public 
relations and public enlightment of 
'the Bund. 

It was said the passport Appli¬ 
cations were filed after the 
Herlands investigation started. The 
Mayor pointed out in his wire that,; 
while men from the 'Commis-j 
sioner's office were trying to, 
shbpoena Karl Nicolai, leader of 
; the Brooklyn Bund, he sailed on 
! April 6. 

; District Attorney Dewey's office 
is also interested in Bund finances. 
Two days ago, Dewey revealed he 
had subpoenaed records in an in¬ 
vestigation of “certain alleged 
grand larcenies in substantial 
amounts.” 

The Department of Investiga- 
; tion has been holding hearings on 
| the Bund's reported failure to pay 
: taxes, chiefly on the tickets sold 
for its meeting at Madison Square 
Garden two months ago. 

The Dewey office announced its 
interest after Kuhn charged its 
i agents had broken into his office 
and taken $1,380 while he was in 
'California. 

1 Kuhn has appeared as a witness 
; before a number of committees 
i during the past two years. j 

j The best information available! 
'last night, as to Kuhn's where-* 
jabouts was obtained from the Ger-1 
■ man-American Bund at 178 E. 85th 1 
1st • 

< “It is utterly impossible to get) 
! in touch with Mr. Kuhn,” said an | 
informant, introduced as “Mr. ! 
Kunzler— never mind the first 
namf.” 

According to Mr. Kunzler: 

“Fritz Kuhn has'no intention 
; of ^oing away. The passport 
; was just sent in for renewal, as 
| is common. We are paying no 
i attention to the action of the 
’ Mayor. It is just another of his 
i attempts to harass Mr. Kuhn. 

We're quite used to that. Good 

day.” 


They Asked to Leave With Kuhn 



(APPhott 

ecretary of State Hull's unwillingness to issue passport to Frit 
uhp extends also to the Bund Leader's aides , Frederick Schwier 
ng (left) and Gerhard Kunze (right), showwvtith Max Rapp, vice 











pwmf Passport-*- 
To Be Held Up . 

By tne Associated, Press. 

WASHINGTON, May 13.—Applica- 
; tions for passports ,for Fritz Kuhn, 
leader of the German American 
Bund, and two associates have been 
held up' by the State Department ; 
since earljf March, it was disclosed 
today, because of an investigation of 
the affairs of the three men by New 
York . City . authorities. The two 
Associates 'are Fritz Scliwiering and 
■Gerald Wilhelm Kunze. ‘ 

• Mayor La Guardia of New York 
iteiegraphed Secretary, Hull yesterday 
apkipg that issuance of passports ba 
>1 .eld up -until >the* investigation i; \ 
|<bmpleted. The, State Department j 
ir was.'learned, will comply witl ‘ 
1 fayor La Guardia’s request. 
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jfferlands Cites Kuhn, 
3 Aides in Tax Probe 

Fritz ICnhn, leader of the German-American Bund, and 
at least three of his aides, were charged withjsales tax irregu¬ 
larities in a report submitted today by Commissioner of In¬ 
vestigations William B. Herlands to Mayor LaGuardia, 

The full text of the report, de- >" - " N " "—— 


livered to the Mayor “on the run" 
as he dashed from the United 
States Conference of Mayors at 
the Waldorf to the World’s Fair 
to participate in the opening of 
the Russian Pavilion, was not im¬ 
mediately available, 

HELD SHORT IN PAYMENTS, 

It was learned, however, that 
tlfle Bund heads, whose applicatio] 
for passports to Germany recentl] 
wire held up by the State Deparl 


m 


int at the Mayor’s request,. 


accused of 'failure to make full 
sales tax payments on the sale of 
tickets to Bund affairs. 

Herlands declin ed to make nub- 


Hc the names of others cited wit h 
Kuhn until the Mayor had gtuai&i 
the report, . 

In his request to Secretary of 
State Hull to delay passport appli¬ 
cations, the 1 Mayor included the 
names of Fritz Schwiering, pub¬ 
lisher of the Bund’s literature, and 
Wilhelm Kunze, publicity director 
of the organization. 

Karl Nicolay, leader of the 
Brooklyn Bund, sailed for Ger- 
many_ajnpnth _ago. * 
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Misdeameanors Cited in 
Tax Evasion Tomplaint 
Carry Prison Penalties 


Fritz Kuhn and his German-Amer- 
ican Bund, became- a potential 

■ Dewey target today as relief tax 
evasion charges, prepared by order 
of Mayor LaGuardia, were studied 

. at the District Attorney’s office. 

There are more than forty charges 
in a forty-two page report appar¬ 
ently designed as ground, work for 
destruction of the Bund. District 
I Attorney Dewey received the report 
1 last night, with a re'quest that 
proper criminal prosecution of Kuhn 
' and his henchmen be undertaken. 

Each violation cited represents a 
misdemeanor, punishable by three 
to six'months in prison. 

Can't’. Find Records . 

Commissioner of Investigation 

■ William B. Herlands, who directed 
the investigation resulting in the 

•Chargee, stressed the fact , that no 
records, either of Bund membership 
: or expenses, could be found. 

(Kuhn and his -associates) 
fha4e failed to produce any records 
j of Ihe Bund,” Herlands Said, “and 
| oum accountants have -not;'had the 
iadwntage of examining any book 
or other documentary evidence per- 
i tain in g to the bund. 

“Membership records would have 
been of direct assistance to us in 
determining the extent of the sale 
^iid distribution of uniforms, pamph¬ 
lets, books, swastika emblems and 
similar articles. 

“Kuhn and his associates have, in 
our opinion, contumaciously denied 
the present existence of any such, 
records” 1 

Sequel of Garden Rally If 

The v Herlands inquiry was! 
launched by request of the MayoJ 1 
Uhortly after the Washington Birth-] 
Iday mass meeting of -the Bund at: 
Madison Square Garden. The Mayor: 
Was criticized for permitting the 
meeting, an out-and-out Nazi rally,; 
and he answered that free speech 
, applied to every one. 

The Herlands report disclosed that 
the German-American Bund and its 
affiliates constitute a one-man or¬ 
ganization headed by Kuhn, with 
^offices in a two-room suite at 178 
past Eighty-fifth Street. • 

[ Kuhn was named as president of 1 
it he Bund,' president of the German- 
fAmerican Business League, presi- : 
;dent of the A. V. Publishing Com r ’ 
Sfeny and president of the German- > 
(American Front. The league le-! 
sfebed itself as an “information 
js^vice” between, the United States. 
and Germany,”, although it qhvloilM 


ly was ^tended to ***** for 
merchai^^Arnpathetic to the 'Bund.' 

KepHpn Scraps of Paper 
Records of the league were kept, 
on scraps of paper- and paper bags, 
which were destroyed,said Her-: 
lands, so no information .on its 
financial activities could, be ob-< 
tained. ; 

Furthermore, said Herlands, Kuhn 
has never made a financial account¬ 
ing to Bund members. Despite tfie 
handicap of lack of .records, Her^ 
lands men said they found, sufficient 
evidence to make 'more than : forty; 
charges of failing ' to comply with ■ 
provision's of the safes tax law. 1 v ' 
Ten evasions 1 of* the emergency 
relief tax laws 1 were listed, involv¬ 
ing $871 in taxes-and penalties. The 
organization was accused of failing 
to file sales tax returns.for various 
periods’, failing to register as a ven- 
do!r under the, sales tax law, filing a j 
false business! tax: return,'failing to ! 
file personal property tax returns 1 
and failing .to keep proper records 
under the sales tax law. . 

Those named'in 1 .addition to Kuhn | 
are Max Rapp,’ treasurer of the 
German-American Business League; 
William Leudtke, secretary, of ,ihe 
league; Richard* Mettin, .treasilrer 
of the A. V. Publishing Company! , 
James Wheeler-Hill, national ' aecr 
retary of the Bund and secretary 
of the publishing (firm; Max Bucnte, 
tailor who made Bund uniforms; 
Karl Kienzler, president of Kienz- 
ler and Schimpf^Inc.; Fred Hackl, 
president of the Hackl Press, Inc. 

, One of Accused Is Dead 
Mettin, who was thirty mine,' died 
early Tuesday at St.'Vincent’s Hos¬ 
pital, West New Brighton, S. I.. 
He had been in the United States 
about seven years. 

Since start of the Herlands’ in- , 
quiry, Karl Nicholai,, of 267 St. 
Nicholas Avenue, Brooklyn Bund 
leader,, and Fritz Schweierng,. an¬ 
other Bund leader, have. Ief9 this ; 
country. Schweiering left ^without f 
a passport. 

Nicholai’s departure caused the 
Mayor to ask Secretary' of St|te 
Hull to withhold approval of pals- » 
port applications of Kuhn and 
others. This was done. * V 
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J I I T 1. B IB il named are James Wheeler Ml, na- 

'BP® B I I B - B ■ ■ ■ ■! 1 tional secretary of the Bund, Max 

. m ! I Rapp and William Leudtke, treaty 

Jk ■ Mf ■ v L urer and secretary of the Germail- 

MM Mm M -MM Mk I American Business League; Male 

Mm B^B ^^B Mm. m ^^B Buckte* manufacturer of Bund um- 

BhB B UKM B ^yB fcnr " Karl Kienzler, officer of a 

. m m " m company which imports swastika 

„ T V « i itt XT 11 . Vremblems;an'd -Fre-d*HackKhead of a 

By John Crosson and Warren Hall. -1.! company which handles the Bunds 

Mayor LaGuardia last night demanded the ar.-; ' PI The seventh colleague mentioned 
; within twenty-four ,hours of Fritz Kuhn, Ger- was Richard Mettin, treasurer of 
. *_ d„_j l —A dr ..f XTiilin’c; nvin- the A. V. Publishing -Co, which 


rest within twenty-four,hours of Fritz Kuhn, Ger- was Richard Mettin, treasurer of 
man-American Bund leader, and six of Kuhn’s prin- t he Bund’foffieiai’ wgan. 
cipal colleagues. Instructions were also issued for the The fact that Mettin died of blood 
apprehension of a seventh associate, but-this' p^eBi^«™™«|^£g I »! n S -i wTnot 
was rescinded when it was learned he had died oi Earned until several hours after 
blood poisoning Monday. The accused Bund officials, ^.^ “Xe^inounced. 113 f ° r 
including Kuhn,, are charged with city tax i^auds ana Services for Mettin, who lived 

other violations punishable by t ~ “ at 29 Norwood Ave., Stapleton, 


prison terms up to six years 
and fines totaling $6,000. 

LaGuardia acted after Com-' 
missioner of Investigation 
.William B. Herlands had sub- 



5 learned he had died 01 learned until - several hours -after 
ie accused Bund officials, the Mayor’s instructions for his 

[ with city tax frauds and’; d Services for Mettin, whohved 
~ * at 29 Norwood Ave., Stapleton- 

will be held today in the Waj- 

__——, r- 1 ter B. Cooke Undertaking Parlor; 

Jbe* 42-page Herlands 1 report^^g. Beach St., Stapleton. ;• 
ssfeieM’had been discussed earlier^:corporations named are th« 
in the day at a conference with German-American Business League 
the Mayor and City Treasurer AK- 0 f 178 E. 85th St.; the'A. V. Pub- 
ermindo Portfolio, was formally ii s Ri nff Co of the same address; 
presented to LaGuardia at 5 P. M. Ki en zler & Schimpf, Inc., 130 W. 
at the Summer City Hall. 42( j gt importing firm -for swas- 

The Mayor promptly sent a mes- tika em blems; and the Hackl Press, 


sage to District Attorney Dewey 
submitting the facts set forth “for 


Inc., 1554 Third Ave. 

Kuhn, at the office of the Bund 


such prosecutive action as you may at 85 th St., insisted he and 

deem proper.” " his ass0 ciates were “not running 

Expects Immediate Arrests. away from anything. 


deem proper.” 

Expects Immediate Arrests. 

Herlands said he had recom¬ 
mended immediate action and ex¬ 
pected quick arrest of the individ¬ 
ual defendants. Dewey was ex- 


Fails to Furnish Lists. 
Herlands’ report said the investi¬ 
gation had been “greatly interfered 


■ pected to present the evidnece to with and obstructed by the failure 
1 a grand jury at once. of Kuhn and other Bund officials to 

*r*^4£ader the city tax laws, the fil- produce membership lists and a 
ing of a fraudulent tax return is number 0 f other records.* 1 

. .s 

year in the county penitentiary, or ' vould ha\e ® . ' 

both. Cash penalties may also be f nc ® ^^XfbuKon of 

collected on the unpaid bates. S “ 


Fritz Kuhn 

His arrest expected . ^ 

jnitted to him a report indicat¬ 
ing records of the Bund had 
been destroyed to thwart in-^ 
vestigation by the city. 

Herlarids’ report suggested that 
criminal contempt proceedings be 
instituted, and "implied that Kuhn’s 
handling of the Bund’s/own finan¬ 
cial affairs was not entirely above 
suspicion. 

No Explanation of Funds. 

In view of the manner in which 
records were kept and because 
there has been no explanation of 
the disbursement of Bund funds, 
Herlands said that “we believe it 
would be manifestly, a matter of 
considerable interest to the Dis- 
. trict Attorney to ascertain whether f 
there has been any improper di~ t 
' version or embezzlement of funds 1 
of the German-American Bund and 
its affiliates.”__ __ 


cuueticu UI 1 me unpaid taxes. CW51(I _ 

Kuhn and his associates and four uniforms* pa p » V* ” 
corporations are charged with five em bleni _ “Mpmhershii) 
other misdemeanors—failing to file the r ^ ort ^ 

sales tax returns, failing to rpgis- ? ecor< * s would have *? e P ^ 

ter as vendors, failing to keep importance m ascertaining thegr- 

- - * culation and income of the pUblisha 


ter as vendors, failing to keep importance m ascen 

records to compute a sales tax, culation and income of the Publish 

failing to file business tax returns lng LJ 


VflU failing to file personal prop- [ 
erty tax returns. "f| 

K Besides^ Kuhn, ‘ tlie^ ^individuals 


associates have,,in our opinion, ;on 
tUmaciously denied the present, ex 
istence of such records.” \ 


F. B. 
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BundTdxEvasion Charged;. 
M^or Asks Dewey to Act 

Prosecution of Kuhn and 7 Aides Is Urged 
By Herlands on Forty Accusations j— 

4 Groups Linked to Nazi Leader 


Mayor La Guardia laid last night 
the groundwork that may lead to 
the destruction of t he German- 
this city --when 
he sent copies of a forty-two-page 
report listing more than forty vio¬ 
lations of the relief tax laws to Dis¬ 
trict Attorney Thomas E. Dewey 
with a request that criminal prose¬ 
cution be undertaken, where prop¬ 
ter, against Fritz Kuhn, bund lead¬ 
er, and his associates. 

Each violation charged in the 
Mayor’s list constitutes a misde¬ 
meanor punishable by imprison¬ 
ment from six months to three 
years. i 

William B. Herlands, Commis¬ 
sioner of Investigation, gave his re¬ 
port to the Mayor at the World’s 
Fair last evening, after an investi¬ 
gation of the burid and'Its affairs 
that began soon after the Wash¬ 
ington’s Birthday mass meeting of 
the bund in Madison Square Gar¬ 
den. Criticized for permitting the 
meeting, the Mayor said at the time 
that democracy meant the free ex¬ 
pression of any school of political 
thought. However, immediately 
after the meeting he directed Mr. 
Hylands to ascertain whether bund 
officials had conformed with the 
city relief tax laws. - ' ~ 

his letter to Mr. Dewey the 
Mayor said: 

“I,transmit herewith a report and 
affidavits of Commissioner of In¬ 
vestigation William B. Herlands 
concerning eight individuals -aad 
four corporations. 


“The facts set forth in the en¬ 
closed report were developed in the 
cour se of a city tax investigation 
on the German-American'BundlLnd 
related groups and concerns. These 
facts are submitted to you for such 
prosecutive action against the said 
eight individuals and four corpora¬ 
tions as you may deem appropri¬ 
ate.” 

Abraham M. Bloch, Mr. Her¬ 
lands’s chief law assistant, deliv¬ 
ered the report to Mr. Dewey last 
night. Though none of the bund 
members is now under subpoena, 
Mr. Herlands believes they will not 
attempt to leave the country. 

He holds that belief despite his 
discovery that Fritz Schweiering of 
21 Scribner Avenue, New Brighton, 
S. I., sailed for Germany with¬ 
out a passport on the liner Ham¬ 
burg on May 3. Schweiering was 
one of the bund leaders mentioned 
by the Mayor last week when he 
asked the State Department to 
withhold approval of passport ap¬ 
plications for three individuals. 

The Herlands investigation re¬ 
vealed that the German-American 
Bund and its affiliates were a one- 
man organization ' dominated by . 
Kuhn, which conducted activities 
from a two-room suite at 178 East 
Eighty-fifth Street, one of thtlpoor- 
er sections of Yorkville. Kuhn, a 
German lieutenant during thj war, ( 
was decorated three times fpr his 
exploits against Allied troop!.’ 

Leaving no doubt that Kuhn was 


pa chief target, the report named 1 
him as president of the bund,. 
president of the German American 
Business League, president of the 
A. V. Publishing Company, and 
pree ident of the German American 
Fro] it. The report said the qer- 
* mar American Business League's 
’ chapter defined one of its activities 
as the conduct of “an information 
service between the United States 
and Germany,” though its osten¬ 
sible object was to promote business 
for merchants sympathetic with the 
aims of the bund. 

Though thousands of application 
forms for the bund have been 
printed, Mr. Herlands told the 
Mayor, Kuhn professed inability to 
produce a membership list. 

“In fact,” he said, “they have 
failed to produce any records of the 
bund, and our accountants have 
not had the advantage of examin¬ 
ing any book or other documentary 
evidence pertaining to the bund. 
Membership records would have 
been of direct assistance to us in 
determining the extent of the sale 
’ and distribution of uniforms, 
pamphlets, books, swastika em¬ 
blems and similar articles. Kuhn 
and his associates have, in our 
opinion, contumaciously denied the 
present existence of any such 
records.” 

! Hold Violations Established ! 

Similarly, Mr. Herlands said, the 
records of*the German American 
Business League were kept on 
scraps of paper and paper bags, 
which were destroyed, with the re¬ 
sult that the investigators* could not 
trace its financial activities. De¬ 
spite the difficulties, the investiga¬ 
tors said they had been Able to es¬ 
tablish the forty-odd violations be¬ 
yond question. 

Mr. Herlands pointed out that 
Kuhn had never made a financial 
accounting of any kind to the bund 
members. 

Detailing the alleged violations of 
law committed by the bund and its 
officers, Mr. Herlands listed ten 
evasions of the emergency relief tax 
laws involving $871 in taxes and 
penalties. The organization was j 
accused of failure to file stales tax | 
returns for various tax periods, of 
having failed to register as a ven- ; 
dor under the Sales Tax Law/ of 
having filed a false business taxi re¬ 
turn, iof having failed to file per¬ 
sonal I property tax returns an!o.f 
failure to keep proper recordsnih- 

. der. tie Sales Tax Law. 
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In addition to Ikuhn, the persons 
named in the report are Max Rapp, 
treasurer of the German-American 
Business League; William Lepdtte, 
secretary of the league; Richi.rd 
Metlin, treasurer of the A. V. P ib- 
lishmg Company; James Wheeer- 
Hill, national secretary of the blind 
and secretary of the publishing con¬ 
cern ; Max Buchte, tailor who made 
bund uniforms; Karl Kienzler, ' 
president of Kienzler & Schimpf, ; 
Inc.; Fred Hackl, president of the : 
Hackl Press, Inc. 

Mettin, who was 39 years old, 
died early Tuesday at St. Vincent’s! 
Hospital, West New Brighton, S. I. 
He had entered the hospital about 
a week earlier, from his home, 29 
Norwood Avenue, Clifton, S. I. He 
had been in the United States about 
seven years, it was said last night. 

The four corporations listed are 
the Hackl Press; Keinzler & 
Schimpf, importers of swastika 
jewelry; the A. V. Publishing Com^ 
pany and the German-American 
Business League. All four were in 
the business of printing bund litera¬ 
ture or supplying bund members 
with uniforms and paraphernalia. 

Brooklyn Leader in Germany 

Since the Herlands inquiry began 
on Feb. 28, Karl Nicolay of 267 St. 
Nicholas Avenue, Brooklyn Bund 
leader, sailed for Germany after 
learning that subpoenas were ready 
for service on him. Schweiering’s 
departure without a passport was 
not discovered^ until yesterday. If 
he returns he will face trouble with 
the Federal immigration inspectors. 

Aside from Kuhn, the principal 
figure in the pro-Nazi organiza¬ 
tions, the others listed in the report 
appeared to the investigators as 
sms 11 figures. The A. V. Publishing 
Cor poration, with Kuhn at its hoi 
, wa4 accused of ten violations of the 
emergency tax laws involving| an 
estimated $50. Despite the small 
amount, each violation if proved 
constitutes a misdemeanor punish¬ 


ably by jail sentences of six months 
to „tfired years. 

x. Buchte, the bund tailor, who 
livei at 1,618 Jefferson Avenue, 
Brdbklyn, and has his shop at 9*1 
Wy^koff Avenue, Queens, was ac¬ 
cused of five tax violations involv¬ 
ing $897 with penalties. Kienzler {& 
Schimpf, with Karl Kienzler fts 
president, was accused of three 
violations involving $50. The Hackl 
Press and Fred Hackl as president 
were accused of sixteen tax eva¬ 
sions with a tax penalty liability 
totaling $2,586, the largest amount 
claimed by the city from any o L 
those investigated. 

Groups' Affairs Interwoven 

Though Kuhn 'contended that the 
various organizations were distinct, 
i Mr. Herlands declared in his affi¬ 
davit that all had essentially the 
same objects and that their finan¬ 
cial affairs were interwoven. He 
• declared the German-American 
Business League had failed to.file 
i 1 gales tax returns on all occasions 
‘ except one, adding that the single 
■ exception occurred when a city in- 
spector had checked sales and the 
! tax payments. 

J In the case of the A; V. Publish- 
'' ing Company, Mr. Herlands said it 
M , was the publisher of Qeutscher 
i Weckruf und Beobachter, official 
; organ of the bund, as well as pub- 
i lisher of various pamphlets and 
1 year-books used by bund members. 

After signing the Herlands report 
for transmission to Mr. Dewe;* 
Mayor La Guardia said he woul 
let the report speak for itself. 

Kuhn served on'the French fro 
hiring four years of the war anJ 
Emerged as a first lieutenant. H 
fholds the Iron .Cross, First and Sec- 
ond Class; the Bavarian Cross and 
f the Wurzburg Cross; 
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Dewey Gets Criminal ~ 
{ Charges Against Kuhn 


Fritz Kuhn, fuehrer” of the Gcrinan-sAmerican Bund, seven other individ¬ 
uals and four corporations were accused of criminal offenses yesterday in a re¬ 
port submitted by Commissioner of Investigation William B. Herlands 
“~. Arrest of Kuhn and six others appeared imminent last 

nig'ht as Mayor LaGuardia turned the report over to Dis¬ 
trict Attorney Dewey “For such prosecution as deemed 
appropriate.” 

j . Th <* eighth man, Richard Mettin, died of blood pois¬ 
oning Monday, the Daily Mirror learned late last night'. 

'Herlands* report was the result of a sales tax inves¬ 
tigation started Feb. 28, but Kuhn is charged with more 


Fritz Kuhn , 
German - 
American 
Bund chief, 
is shown 
(right) 
as he 
conversed 
with James 
Wheeler Hill 
(left), 
national " 
secretary 
of the Bund. 
Both men 



I ^ are among 

I \ offenses . 

^- e ® un( * an( l a lhed organizations 6 
I said h e filed a false business tjp: return, failed to file*. 

—tPefsonal property tax return, 

1 I anfl failed to co-operate with 

j th4 investigators by produc¬ 
ing certain reco fffl&r* ** —' j ^ 
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iierlands also stated"that Fritz' 
Schwiering, business manager of 
A - V. Publishing Corp., one of 
the! accused corporations, fled the 
couhtry without a passport on 
Majr 3, sailing on the S. S. Ham¬ 
burg 1 . Mr. Herlands said Schwier- 
ing was under investigation with 
the others in the sales tax inquiry. 

The State Department last night 
notified Mayor LaGuardia that if 
Schwiering ever returns to the 
United States he will be prosecuted 
on the grounds of illegal depar¬ 
ture. 

Last Friday the Mayor asked 
the State Department to liold up 
the passport applications of 
Schwiering. Kuhn and another 
Bund leader, Gerhard Wilhelm 
Kunze. It was not known at that 
time that Schwiering had already 
sailed.. 


German-American Business Leag' : ie- 
and the A. V. Publishing Corp. 

Mix Rapp, of 1237 College Avt., 
the Bronx, treasurer of the Busi¬ 
ness League. 

William Leudtke, of 120 Samp¬ 
son St., Garfield, N. J., secretary 
and general manager of the 
Business League. 

Richard Mettin, of 29 Norwo 
Ave.Jj Staten Island, treasurer 
the [Bund and also of the A 
Publishing Corp. (Nettin di 
MonMay.) 

James Wheeler Hill, of 326 E. 
83rd St., secretary of the Bund 


Those Accused 


•The corporations named by Her¬ 
lands are the German-American 
Business League and the A. V. 
Publishing Corp., both headed by 
Kuhn at 178 E. 85th St.; the Hackl 
v Press, Inc., of 1554 Third Ave., 
alleged to have done printing for 
the Bund; and Kienzler & 
Schiempf, of 130 W- 42nd St., al¬ 
leged to have supplied the Bund 
with swastikas, frags and other 
articles. 

The alleged sales tax evasions 
were on uniforms, emblems and 
literature. 

The presidents of the Hackl 
Press and the supply company 
were among the individuals nai led* 
Tie complete list of individ i;*ls 
follows: '. 

^ritz Kuhn, of 33-42 73rdi St., 
Jackson Heights, Queens, president 
of the German-American Bund, the 


[corpl ISO ° f the ^7publkhing' 

A^ B ^’ of 1618 Jefferson' 1 
K ' , £ klyn - a custom tailor. ': 
Kienlr «■ 

Ha F c r k fprt:V reSident ° f the 

The tailor, Buchte, is alleged to 
ave supplied storm trooper uni 
forms worn by member/ of the 
Bund. Herlands said the tax liabil 

: E‘i 

that he ho C hI'r , u Si0ner complained ' 
had been greatly ham-,' 

ired in ascertaining~thn^“ 

ijnancial set-up of the Bund aill its 

mdred bodies because of the fail¬ 
le of Kuhn and others to pro luce , 
membership lists and other c ocu- 
ments, and also because of theTact ' 
tnat Kuhn has maintained “one- 
man control” over the finances and 
is the only man who really under¬ 
stands them. 

Herlands mentioned possible 
1 contempt action against Kuhn in 
' tlus regard. Subpoenas earlier , 
were issued for Kuhn, Hill and 
tnfeir membership records and bink 
adeounts, and District Attorney 

Dfwey s men seized various reco'da ' 

T y , t { llS , month - But Herlai ida 
revealed that even this seizure Badi 
failed to bare the desire d facts. 
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Vie for Kuhn Scalp 

By William Rice and Gerald Duncan. ' 

„ “atter of making life miserable for Fritz kuhn 
Rrmv!nt r h° H men , w | l 10 Jl ke to jvear bright buttons and Sam 
£™ belts , and Play at soldiering, yesterday turned into a 
tussle for glory between Mayor LaGuardia and District 
Attorney Thomas E. Dewey. $- — xct 

Prosecutor Dewey /slapped the was demanded within twenty-four 
Mayor on the wrist by calling his hours by LaGuardia on Wednesday 
sales tax charges sm all potatoes night. ^ Not to appear a shrinking 

violet in the sunlight of newsprint, 
Kuhn took some verbal pokes at 
both the Mayor and Commissioner 
of Investigation William B. Her- 
lands, as well as Dewey. 

Gets John Doe Summcjns. 

Said Kuhn, a stickler for ac- 
curacy^in public utterances: 

I m not running away from the 

LaGuard!a a " dS ^ ^ Red ’ 

' 4? i* 53 ?? ?? e wasn’t running. He 
waited all day in the barracks of 

w e 0 ^l r ^ n -/ merican at 172 
“• 85th St. for arrest, taking only 
twenty minutes out for lunch He 
was there when a Dewey detective 
arrived at 4:30 P. M. with a sub- 
poena requiring Kuhn’s presence 
Monday before a John Doe inves¬ 
tigation by Dewey’s Grand J 
Snorted Kuhn: 



-Ahand me a subpoena. And you can<j 
1 bet Pm the John Doe ” j 

He probably was correct in his 
supposition, a John Doe inquiry 
being a device used by the Grind 
Jury to conceal the object of [its 
investigation from a witness. 1 

Demanded Arrest of 7.' * 
Mayor LaGuardia had demanded 
the arrest of Kuhn and six of his 
subalterns in the German-Ameri- 
can Bund, after a report from Com¬ 
missioner Herlands charging six 
misdemeanors punishable by prison 
terms up to six years and fines 
totaling $6,000. * 

Dewey, with an informal “Dear 
Fiorello,” told the Mayor by way l 
of reply to his demand: 

“I have your letter of May 17, 
enclosing the report of the Com¬ 
missioner of Investigation, sug¬ 
gesting that certain misdemeanors 
have been committed by the Ger- 
man-American Bund and related 
corporations and individuals in 
failing to comply with local laws 
concerning the sales tax of the 
City of New York. It is also sug¬ 
gested that the books of the Bund 
might be examined. 

“Books of the^.German-American 


ere« 


Frkz Kuhn as he arrived at Ger- 
ma i-American Bund office at 172 
E. 35th St., yesterday, where he 
waited all day to be arrested. 

and^summoned the Fuehrer before 
the Grand Jury to testify concern- 
mg “alleged substantial felonies.” 
Kuhn, meanwhile, stuck out his 
I chest an d waited for arrest, which 


i 


USund and related corporations 
1} subpoenaed by my office on May 2 
anti have been in process of ex¬ 
amination since that date. _ This 
wa# in the course of an investiga- 
%rrTwr'« certain alleged substantial 

to be arrelteJ fl^ Wa n t T d ^ y fe % le f. which my office has been 
.-arrested and_ all theyldo is \conducting for the past several 

-1 weeks. 

• “‘Accordingly, I have directed 
that the alleged misdemeanors be 
presented , to the Grand Jury, in 
conjunction with the major investi¬ 
gation now in progress.” 

Dewey closed with a “sincerely 
yours.” 

The Mayor }iad no immediate 
retort. Kuhn, however,, had plenty 
to say. \ 

V- J “I am thinking of writing t o the 
>(J r oyernor and asking Dewey’s re- i 
yioval because he broke the law,’^ 
announced. 

Dewey was not advised immed¬ 
iately, and there was no telling 
i how ala rmed he might ho. 


F. B. I. 

,]AY 19 1939 
N. Y. C. 
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DEWEY CAUmF 
{NI NpYQN BPi 

Suto^enas Nazi Croup Leader 
0 \ Alleged Fund Shortage, 
Viewed as ‘Felonies’ 

PUTS CITY CHARGE NEXT 

Prosecutor Replies to Mayor 
ThatffiDe Evasion Also 
^■MlBe Looked Into 


Ggrman-Americ an 

subpoena yesterday to appear nexY 
Monday morning before the New 
York County grand jury in the in¬ 
vestigation " District Attorney 
Thomas E. Dewey ordered more 
than a month ago into the bund 
and related corporations in connec¬ 
tion with alleged shortages in the 
funds. 

The subpoena was served on Kuhn 
in his office at 178 East Eighty- 
fifth Street, it was said, about the 
time District Attorney Dewey was 
making public a communication, re¬ 
plying to one from Mayor La Guar- 
dia the day before, in which the 
Mayor asked the prosecutor to in¬ 
vestigate the books of Kuhn’s con¬ 
cerns under the - city’s sales tax 
laws. 

Mr. Dewey informed Mr. La Guar- 
dia that he had already taken be¬ 
fore the grand jury the matter of 
the alleged shortages in the bund’s 
funds, which he described as ’’al¬ 
leged substantial felonies,” and on 
receipt of the Mayor’s communica¬ 
tion had ordered that the sales tax 
matter also be laid before the grand 
jurors. ' 

’’Will you answer the subpoena on 
Monday?” Kuhn was asked. 

”1 shall,” he replied instantly,. * 

’’Will you waive immunity in < r- 
der to give your testimony?” 

“I shall,” Kuhn again replied 
with military terseness. 

”Do you care to make any state¬ 
ment in connection with the service 
of the grand jury subpoena> on 
you?” _____ j 


^ “No,” he said at first, but as an 
afterthought continued: ‘‘There 
was no need to serve a subpoena 
ion me. I would have appeared be| 
fore the grand jurors without a 
subpoena,, had they asked me. This 
whole thing will end merely in ft. 
subpoena having been served oft 
me. That’s all it amounts to.” 

Mayor La Guardia sent his com¬ 
munication to Mr. Dewey Wednes¬ 
day after receiving a report from 
Commissioner of Investigation Wil¬ 
liam B. Herlands on his inquiry 
into the alleged failure of Kuhn 
and his associates in the Bund and 
its three so-called subsidiary cor¬ 
porations to comply with the city 
tax laws. 

The Mayor asked Mr: Dewey to 
begin ’’prosecutive action” against 
Kuhn, the four corporations and 
seven men associated with Kuhn 
in them. Mr. Herlands had said in 
his report to the Mayor that a 
suspected total of $4,855 in tax 
liabilities and penalties had been 
uncovered. 

Dewey’s Reply to Mayor 

Mr. Dewey’s letter to the Mayor 
follows: s 

Dear Fiorello: 

I have your letter of May 17, en¬ 
closing the report of the Commis¬ 
sioner of Investigation suggesting 
that certain misdemeanors have 
been committed by the German- 
American Bund and related cor¬ 
porations and individuals, in fail¬ 
ing to comply with local laws con¬ 
cerning the sales tax of the City 
of New York. It is also suggested 
that the books of t ( he bund might 
be examined. 

Books of the German-American 
'Bund and related corporations 
were subpoenaed by my office on 
May 2 and have been in process 
of examination since that date. 
This was in the course of an in¬ 
vestigation of certain alleged sub-, 
stantial felonies which my office 
has been conducting for the past 
several weeks. ! } 

Accordingly, I have directed 
tlmt the alleged misdemeanors be 
also presented to the-grand jury 
iif conjunction with the major in- i1 
vestigation now in progress. 

Sincerely yours, 

*_T HQMAS_E._DBWEY.-, 


On May 2 .attaches of the District 
Attorney’s office, accompanied by 
' a policeman, by direction of Paul 
Lockwood, executive assistant dis¬ 
trict attorney' seized the books oj 
the four corporations in the East 
Eighty-fifth Street office and tool! 
them to Mr. Dewey’s office. Kuhij 
a week later complained that the? 
office was ’’raided” when he was 
on a trip and charged that $1,380 
had been taken from his personal 
desk while the books were being 
seized. 

He complained about the loss of 
the money over the telephone to 
Mr. Lockwood after he learned that 
James Wheeler Hill, one of his ac¬ 
tive lieutenants in the bund’s af¬ 
fairs, had appeared at Mr. Dewey’s 
office twice on invitation and had 
submitted to questioning by Assist¬ 
ant District Attorney Prank Sever¬ 
ance. 

Mr. Lockwood denied that any 
money had been taken from Kuhn’s 
office when the books were seized,, 
Two pays later Kuhn, on Mr. Lock- 
, wood’s invitation, appeared at the 
• Distinct Attorney’s office 7 for ques¬ 
tioning, but at the end of two hours 
neitliter he nor Mr. Lockwood would! 
reveal what had taken place. 1 


! F. B. 1. 
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fhy 

i In his 


So Secret? 


f i In his report on the German-American 
Bund, which has been passed on to the Dis¬ 
trict Attorney’s office, Commissioner of 
Investigation William B. Herlands spoke of 
the same scarcity of records which retarded 
the Dies committee’s digging into-Nazi af¬ 
fairs last fall. * t 0 

Mr. Herlands found that many financial 
transactions could not be traced because ac¬ 
counts were kept temporarily on scraps of 
paper in paper bags and then destroyed. ' 
Fritz Kuhn, the Bund leader* according to Mr. 
Herlands, never had 'made any financial ac¬ 
counting. Neither was there any list of 
membesr. , 

When the Dies committee called its Bund 
witnesses last summer, it found almost no 
( correspondence or other evidence. Just a|ter| 
that investigation was ordered Kuhn had * ent 
' l Itters to all Bund leaders and agents in* the 
| t ’nited States ordering them "to destroy at 
i c iice” all evidence or correspondence -which 
might link the Bund with the Nazi govern¬ 
ment bureaus in Germany. 

Aside from such painstaking concealment, 
being the most suspicious possible action, iti 
must be admitted that the Bund has ^cted 
prudently. Its underground activities cannot 
be traced by ordinary methods because its 
trail is obliterated. That would make the 
perfect crime. ( 

Commissioner Herlands and Mayor La 
Guardia are completely right and proper, 
however, in asking the prosecutor’s office to 
look into the Bund regardless. American 
firms and individuals must pay taxes, keep 
records and render an accounting. The Bund, 
'proclaims itself the most American of ill 
j organizations, and there’s no alien exemption 
; ( iue to it. It’s time to discover what itjis 
■hat the Bund is so anxious to conceal. 




F. B. [. 
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-^HSund Waning, 
Legion Reports 

By the Associated Press . 

BUFFALO, May 19.—With the 
assertion that “Naziism and the 
Bund are extinct in Western, New 
York/*'an American Legion official 
revealed today that 75 former mem- ; 
hers of the German-American Bund < 
had invited Legion members to a ' 
picnic and dinner' at their onetime 
“Bund Camp.” 

Paul Wansley, chairman of the | 
Erie County American Legion Am- ! 
ericanization Committee, said the i 
picnic would take place June 3 at 
Camp Porterville, near East Aurora, 

I where he said at one' time “Bund 
activities drew as many as 400 en¬ 
thusiasts .on week-ends.” 

I The former Bundsmen, Wamsley 
* said, “have renounced the Burad, 
|uhforms and goosestep parades, arid 
| are devoting themselves to a study 
|of 100 per cent Americanism.” \ 





NATION ‘WAKING UP* 

, BUND LEAD ER ASSERTS 

Kahn, at Yaphank Nazi Camp, 
Sees Drive on Reds 


Special to The New York Times. 

YAPHANK, L. I., May 21.-The 
alleged plot to establish a fascist re¬ 
gime in this country, as revealed by 
the Dies committee i^ evidence that 
the nation is “waking up" to the 
fight the German-American Bund 
has been carrying on against com- 
. munism, Fritz Kuhn, .national lead¬ 
er of the bund, declared this after¬ 
noon at ceremonies marking the 
season’s opening at Camp Siegfried, 
the Nazi recreation field here. 

Referring to Dudley P. Gilbert 
and Major Gen. George Van Horn 
Moseley, retired, who were men¬ 
tioned in testimony before the com¬ 
mittee as active opponents of “sub¬ 
versive elements," Mr. Kuhn said 
“the mig men of this country are 
now coming into the battle against 
communism.” 

Three thousand bund, members 
and their friends, including 300 uni¬ 
formed storm troopers, attended the 
exercises. The crowd booed when 
the World’s Fair was mentioned by 
Wilhelm Kunzer, who referred to it 
as the “so-called World’s Fair." ' 

Mr. Kunzer, who is the national 
I youth leader of the bund, de- 
nounaed “so-called Americans" who - 
took part in the dedication of the 
Soviet pavilion and “have the au¬ 
dacity^ to compare the Revolution 
of 1776 with the godless, athlistic 
overthrow in Russia in 1917." I 

Most of his speech was devoted 
to in appeal for .funds to supbort 
bunk activities. He said justice 
coum not be obtained in this coun¬ 
try |“unless you have the money 
with which to fight for it." 
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BIJND LEADERS: 

5 VISIT DEWEY; 

Kuhn Questioned for About, 
Half an Hour. 

—- I 

LONG SESSION FADES OUT 

. \ 

National Secretary Accompanies 
Him to Conference. 


Fritz Kuhn, German-American 
(Bund leader, whose possible de¬ 
tention on charges at the instance 
of Mayor LaGuardia and other city 
officials _was vaguely rumored last 
week, appeared today at the office 
'of District Attorney Thomas E. 
Dewey where he was questioned 
for about half an hour. 

He was accompanied by James j 
Wheeler-Hill, national secretary of , 
the bund, and while the bund lead¬ 
er was reticent as to the subject 
matter of his examination he did ! 
jsay that he had come to Mr. Dew- ’ 
e|r's office voluntarily. He is ab 
iady under ' subpoena from thj \ 
'prosecutor’s office, as he stated iji ! 
an interview several days ago. Botfi 
life and his companion were nattily t 
attired in light gray suits and both ; 
seemed cheerful as they faced re- , 
’porters, photographers and news- i 
reel men at the entrance to the 1 
.Criminal Courts Building. 

! Kuhn said in answer to ques- [ 
Itions that he had not communi- j 
seated with District Attorney Dewey ; 

: since he received his subpoena and ] 
jthat none of his aids had been 
Subpoenaed. He was asked if he 
knew what was going to happen 
to him and he replied that he did 
not. The two men went at once to 
! a sixth floor office where they were| 
i questioned by Assistant District j 
(Attorney Frank Severance. The' 
[prosecutor’s office maintained sl^j 
ilence on the errand. It was re-! 
(ported that the bund leader would I 
Jbe asked to sign a waiver of im- ; 
;munity as a preliminary to his ap- 
ipearance before the Grand Jury.! 
When Mr. Dewey was asked about 1 
itras the reply returned Was “Nb; 
icAnment.” It was said that x£( 
:K®hn signed he would be hr/mls 
idijtely taken before the Graril; 
Jury. _!_\_ 


Huhn had told reporters last week 
that he would waive immunity and| 
testify willingly. After remaining^ 
inf the office half an hour, how-j 
e\&r, Kuhn and Wheeler-Hill both! 
left the building. ® 

The subpoena which Kuhn re¬ 
ceived had been served on him in 
connection with District Attorney 
-Dewey’s investigation of alleged 
^shortages in, funds of the Bund and 
related corporations. It was saidi 
that Kuhn might also be requested 
to tell something of the business 
affairs of the Bund following the 
Tetter sent 'by Mayor LaGuardia to 
the prosecutor asking an investiga¬ 
tion of possible failure of the var¬ 
ious enterprises involved to pay the 
city sales taxes in full. 

Commissioner of Investigation 
William; B. Herlands was said to 
have reported to the Mayor last 
week that a suspected total of 
$4,855 in tax liabilities and penal¬ 
ities had been found in his investi¬ 
gation of the Bund; affairs and kin¬ 
dred enterprises. ■ | 

J When Kuhn and the Bund secis- 
t£§y arrived it was said they migjit 
b*f questioned all day and surprise 
was expressed by court officialslat 
their brief stay. 

, The German-American Bund 
opened Camp Siegfried, its summer 
camp, at Yaphank, L. I., yesterday 
with a parade and speech program, 
but no beer. Kuhn said a beer 
license had been obtained last 
Wednesday but that it was revoked 
on Friday, so the 10,000 visitors to 
the camp had to be content with 
soft drinks until * it was learned 
that beer was to:be had at a near¬ 
ly inn." ' ^ *' ; ./ 

In the speeches of Bund leaders 
there were the customary denuncia¬ 
tions- of “the Jewish-commuriist- 
! atheist international.” The Ord- 
nungst Dienst guards' -uniforms , 
were said by* Kuhn to be American 
uniforms and he called the atten¬ 
tion of reporters to the absence of 
Gferman flags. American an# 
dund flags w€(re displayed, the lajf 
t|r being red and white with smjl 
swastikas at the top. / 
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| , DEWEY AIDE QUIZZES KUHN ON TAX EVASION, t 

■ Fritz Kuhn, accompanied by his aire, James Wheelerf 
Hill, today appeared at the District Attorney’s office in re| 
sponse to a subpoena. He was reported to have refused t > 
sign a w;aver if immunity to appear before a Grand Jury in- 
investigating alleged* sales tax evasions and suspected crim- 


iinal offenses committed by officials of his organization. He 
left after 25 minutes’ questioning by Assistant District At-I 
torney Fraiik Severence. / 
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Wife's Lette§Rev£tiR; 
Fritz Kuhn Romances. 

Captured Heart of His Best Friend’s 
Spouse, Bundsm art’s Mate Says 

By ARTHUR MEFFORD 

NEW YORK, May 31.—New evidence in possession of Fed-; 
eral and State authorities today pictures Frit^vuhn as. a ran¬ 
dom lover who tossed off /the old for the new with Abandon. ! 

Among the conquests of thet _ _•_._. 

portly German-American Bun d 
leader, indicted last week by Dis- 
tricfc Attorney; Dewey as “a com - Hk||PF^ 
mon thief,” according to a letter . 
written by his o^ifiiifft-i.Elsa, was - 

his capture of the heart, of his B ; S:i •? f .■ ( 


I best friend’s wife. 

1 Written Three Years Ago 
I Written in German aboard, the 
S. S. Bremen three years ago, 
while Mrs. Kuhn, herself active 
in Bund circles* was accompany- 
mg her husband on a visit to Ger- 
l many to attend the Olympic games 
and report to Adolf Hitler, the 
document vividly sets forth her 
heartache. 

(Name deleted to protect the 
, man.) 

"Dear Mr, R-: Once again 

X write you in good intention. All 
I want is to ask you to get your 
wife baclr and help me to wipe 
out this dirty matter. Imagine : 
yc|i, there are two children. To- I 
marrow, Walter will be nine ySears ! 



^ lly. w as again accused ■end, io 
favoia further conflict with the law 
emigrated to Mexico. This was t 
: in 1923. 

, Three or four years later, Kuhn,, 
according to the* authorities, went 
to Detroit, where he won the sym¬ 
pathies of the German colony by 
his story of having been robbed 
of^his $5,000 stock in a Mexico 
City jewelry store. 

Turned to Bund 

For a time Kuhn was active' in 
the affairs of.the Friends,of Na- | 
ture Club, a Detroit German So¬ 
ciety not particularly friendly to ; 
■ the Nazi German government, but ; 
switched his affiliations to the ; 
bund when a member obtained for 
him a job as an, X-ray plate de-; 
veloper in Ford Hospital. 

’ The Federal authorities are par- ; 
ticularly interested- in the strap- 
ping bund /leader’s failure to re¬ 
veal all the fa l cts of ,s ^ds . past to 
'the Detroit Naturalizatiofe^Bureau 
When he took out citizehship 
papers in 1934. 

; Federal agents are also invesfci- 
’gating, the disappearance of a 
bund-owned automobile which was 
borrowed by the usually jocular 
leader. 

Kuhn, according to information 
given to authorities by Detroit 
bundsmen, took a leave of ab¬ 
sence and drove the car to San 
Francisco, Los Angeles, Portland 
and Seattle. i 

Returns Sans Car t 


MRS. FLORENCE|teAMP 
Dewey charges lotmcEs 
trussing money u>aV used 
fa move her effects Ea$L_ 


"Dear Mr, R-: Once again iwidc FT HRFNrFM'AMP 1 ^ was on ^is Ku ^ n 

I write vou in (rood intention All rLUKtnttfltAMr ( became acquainted with Mrs. Flor- 

x wnte you m good intention. All Dewey charges lAcuufr 1 ehce Camp, blond grass-widow of 

I want is to ask you to get your n J S sing money uiaV used a once-rich California oil operator, 
wife backr and help me to wipe tc move her effects Eadt.^ It was alleged in Dewey’s indict- 

out this - dirty matter. Imagine - —~~ : —r ment of Kuhn last week that parts 

ym, there are two children. .To- I "I’ms is the "truth -m 1 l 1 l0f tiie i s accused of' 

Hr- - -—f* fes 5“»^r«sa^afsf zxiS&s&z, 
h.»„** r * ut isr4 s&sa'""* " d i 

support your wife besides. ^The Since this letter 1 i ‘Kuhn, according to Detroiti 

(Whole branch of the Bund at De- three years agoLI . returned from the; 

troit stands behind me. There 

will be a great scandal. I wait head trouble 81 t ? nmette and re- was quoted: 

for your immediate answer. My a Detroit wnm 6 redhea d being “i had a, very narrow escape. 

’ address, Munich, Walhalla Str. 42, who broke with v, E ™ a ’ giving along the Pacific Coast 

! . vear-nirf k hUn after her 12- something went wrong with the 

l<f She Has Condemned Self” leader S0X1 the Bl *nd steering gear.and the car.sudden- 

I ■ , ' c oent her t0 avoid in- iy wentover the cliff, falling hun- 

; 1 don fc want an y m° r e excuses £ E&ujmr ace. I- dreds of feet down on the rocks. It 

Ifrom your wife; she has con- 'Kuhn‘Once I j was completely demolished.” 

idemned herself. Besides, people. ^ } Several Detroit Bundsmen no- 


dreds of feet down on the rocks. It 
was completely demolished.” 
Several Detroit Bundsmen no- 


'did not like the ‘secretary’ of the; Other records in possession of ticed Kuhn bore not a scratch and 
-Bund's head in Detroit. These; United States Attorney Cahill pur- tion mey s^fd they made in' 
jfeople are not so dumb. ' show that Kuhn, then a quiries and found the California 

W‘It was 1 who protected \our German army petty officer, was;- J^egon and Washington auti^ri- 
J A -—————-• T-' Imprisoned in Germany. ^nies had no record of such^h ac- 

wil^ in order to prevent any <f rt y After serving four months rsr - " ’ 

taking. My husband had g|ye jail, Kuhn’s brother, a Munich 
me his word ofhoMrthat tSeie City magistrate, since become pros, 
would be only his „ f ^ Iy a ^ m 1t I ® outm e attorney and a man of 


^Sregon and Washington auj 
^ies had no record of such 
eident. ___ 


wuuiu mc - ._- j Tv/misit v ^ 

for; that between him ana ^IfWhonor and inf: 
B*— everything would be v . "parole, 
ist fed. He declared the sami B (^ 1 il\Kuhn, accor 
i toj! his daughter Wf^ut r ^ ords wag 

ialfiut 13), he" -was ,-onJy 1C H a 
wth her mother,...1 j 


4 ^ w ** 1 CL XX UI 1 

arole ^ influence ’ obtained his 

VtCuhn, according to the offfcial 
f^ordiSj w,&s 6ifiploym6n| by 


hor ‘j 


| Mr. Nathan_ 

| Mr. E. A. Tanfem.. 

| Mr. Clegg. }L. 

| Mr. Co^?y . 


p?r. Nichols _ 



/Siss Gandy. 
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SJEW YORK— FRITZ^OJHN WAS REFUSED' PERMISSION TO EXAMINE THE MINUTES 
OF THE GRAND JURY WHICH - INDICTED HIM ON GRAND LARCENY AND FORGERY 
rHA»rr^ TN THE ALLEGED''THEFT OF $14,548 OF THE BUND'S MONEY, 

JUDGE CORNELIUS &OLLINS ALSO DENIED KUHN'S ATTORNEY THE £F 

ROOKS AND RECORDS SEIZED AT BUND HEADQUARTERS AND REFUSED, AS AGAINST 
uHE LAW, A REQUEST THAT THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE DISCLOSE THE 

NAM KUHN F ISSUED S A E PREPARED STATEMENT CHARGING THAT HE IS BEING PERSE-1 
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KRKjGJ 
61-7504 -25 


June 24* It3* 


ii^COBDEt 


Special Agent in Charge 
8«w fork, lev Eork 


ASt *am kohri fmmi 

mttlORATICI A*»j 


Bear Sir* 


With reference to your latter of M ay 8. 1339. *h gra¬ 
in you refer to the report of Special Agent 
dated at R*v York City, Say $, 1930, concerning the Above en¬ 
titled natter, you are advised that copie# of said report 
should he forvarded to the United Staten Attorney 5 # office* 

You are informed that the Bateau la presently eon- 
ducting inept iriea through the Department of Hate in an ef¬ 
fort to obtain the criminal record of Write Iaha at Munich, 
Garoaay. 

Very truly your*. 


* W*- T* 

i' ait*, v v;^ 


John Edgar Hoorer 
Director 


c \ v 


i rzr. g: 


f Hci^tlrc. | 

*! £*“ . 

f 4 . ^ 

t : ij “ : - Qaiau -I'.iixrn * 
























HHU* 


1 ' 1 dlaehsrfttA bin. E fm« abo ut to mk* o w'*i^P43/' 

hie Hr Hr tteffc to Hr. JbHeo, brt 1 wa* ppeaailad upon set to 
do as If tte f&aalis* aol oasrtura* of Frits Saha** father, tad 
ter Hat roKMao I die sot proaa ay ooeiplalatfbr loro«^y »^la«t 

frtte'tete* 


. : 2 or with «y wire and child* - I tea* read 

In tte' w wi pafTi Hot »^*T»h Gold***!*, famsr .Cijp M(*fi*tr*te 
*f Hr Clip of tea fbtfc* tea wed* appl lotion to tti foyarteMt 
of Wrr» Ca—litjoani’ of Snairnatite at '^«hliigtaa # D f c, to 
e*»ool ate w*ooto tte wrttftwt* of oitlaanaMp iawwl fee Hr 
mU Sate* X fill Hot H to ny- dtttp, site* ate It abort 
to M o wn an tetetteo Ofti<te» to abate tte Art* that 1 tea* 
terete states, o* that tte thdto* tt*u# te^ nsrrt ofrtoiai* 
ml* irtijipli tte truth of tteo' stat-MoMA*. ote rtnatebroto 
ttet yylttj^ te o w r o tttism «r tte OrtteOtato* open tte 
teste *4 teOMtillrtt ropr^mt atlea* test bo t *« a person of 
good aharaotar onoS Hot to tel sowar ten oemtetoA of sop orteo. 
2 bHItes.ttet te lrte^teS tblo ln fbx io ati an art'by sating this 
affidavit that X sot iteteteteg Hit Atrip vhiah would Involve upon 
so a* a teteroCitlaen of Ho -rltaA tt&too of tesrioa, as! to' 
tte mi Hot Ite Offloioi* of tte ttetoi State* of hwrtm 


hlC 


should fee able to look Into this natter* if it In- found true. 


to trine tte witter to tte attention of tte Vbltad State* Go urt 
rtttk footed to Mt* Rate 11* rttteote Step paper*, &&d*« ttet 

prasoMfcisp* iter be tuskon for tteoi»tteX2aii<«t thereof* . 


gate* t» bofOPe MO tid* U*k 

dsp of tetewse pt teas* 


Tfe* Mrtto sow of t te afliAasit froa whi te tte State-1* 
<gB»ted Should b« rcbaraod to 

ns; mbk yoaft wncs 

HU intosarioe ft£I3fl»U- OT .for asp atfitioflsl infomrttaa 

taioh temp tew* md to ssterlsla tetrtter .tte iaf«w»tiaa anteltt«A 
can bo ooteoten»teA firm iu$r otter tetete* after rtdoh tte aattor 
will te. ortrttted to Hi* 9* ?•♦ Atteossp, tertlbora Wuitrlot of s«.T* 
for tea opinion so to Hotter tte artter oateldtrtoa s idoUtion - 

of wty lateral otetrte* 
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5/8/39 

y WHICH MAjfE 

Y 4 / 14/39 


TITLE 



CHARACTER OF CASE ' ' . 




PERJURY • 

FRITZ 

KUHN - 


nrn igratiok act 5 

liATURALIZATIOII ACT 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 


3EINE0ED SPITZ, a German refugee, stated that FJilTZ 


of a la re env charge. 1_^ 



| of S. A tty. 


SDNY, and of Non—3e c tarian Anti—Nazi League reported 
this information and suggested possible violation on 
the part of FRITZ KUHN if he denied suoh criminal 
reoord when applying for admission to the U. S. and 
for naturalization. ■ ‘ * 


DETAILS j On March 30, 1939 [>f the office of the 

U. S. Attorney. Southern ’Pi stri^-h of* 
at this office with 

of t he Non-S eptarian Anti-Nazi“League. They stated' 
that | | had been contacted' by BrnmnimswryP 

.475 Central Park West, te lephone Academy 4-»3325, * 
j informed that he had? laao-wn FRITZ KUHN. 

1 / ./ the Present leader of the Geman-A^ehiean Bund when ’ 

JAjk ^ j ^r^ E ™? Sifient 0f MuKich > Germany and that he knew 

I FRITZ KUHN served six months in prison in Munich foh 

V *Of I petty larceny. 


^^ESTBO'iD 

ft ©6 MAI 1< 


APPROVED ANft, 
FORWARDED: 


ft. Agent 
HN CHARGE . 


DO NOT write in these SPACES 


JUN 16 1939 


COPIES OF mis REPORT 


I Bureau 


4 New York 


v , a / , 











w : .: ..■■■ I _ I stated it ■ Haa .the suggestipfipfJQto T* ; 

CAHILLrtf » S*: Attorney, of New Yorh, that PJEJKEGIS 

SPITS "be' interaiwfeji todSterHtine whether. there was'a violation :. ■■ :-'■ 
of the Federal Conn ection wi th thismaiter. SPITZ 

apparently- had ceiled on of the Noo~Seotarien Anti-Nazi 

League and : had fvirhi^ed tei^^T^or^t^h coixjernLng the above 
natt b# and furnishedinformatl’dn which was set on t ia - ^e ie^ fe^agdag 
from | ' | Wt&'ch 

reade as fO-Howst .- - I './.'v- .' \' r '' \y ^. 



Thistoorning, £■ llr, Reinhold Spitz, a fohiier .residieht «£//■> 
Munich, Gertiany,visited the 'League, giving SMi/the fhllbw- : - 
'lag information which-I considerof the utmost importance* ; 

Mr. .Spitz informed m?j h« arrived in New York oh B^eafoeU:' 

27, 193,7, as:,a:hagular immigrant. He sutmit%d, his .. ; 

imnigration identification card, #2560413, proving- that he ' 
arrived ae a regular injmigrant on that date* ,, ^*. Spit? is- . 

. a native 0 'f Ai»tria, born February 13, l873, ';and bepaiBe 
a sub ject/ of the .German Reich in 1896* . " 

Mr. Spitzsubmitted a German-written doeuflientiesUed by the 
lagierial Bavardan Ministry of)State, Subdi vis ion Foreign 
" Office,', dated, Munich; 12/29/1917, which .hoHored/ him withthe 

■ German titl«^of C<aanerzienrat whlch freej^.'tfeh8lated:;'in 
Englifh is the equivalent of what Americand-’wquld eail a 

■ ■»ae^hant : ;prhui^h;" 

Mr. Spitz residodfjLfty years in Munich, He Was tfte founder 
and ownei* of a borts good and clothing .factory/employing 
' more than 500 people.For fiftsen years prior to.the Hitler 
•i^giM-in Genaaayi, Mr * Spitz was President of a democratic ' : " 
organization, ■ Because ’of' the be.- po^it ical activitieshe was 
cca^elled/to leave Germany in 1937, He is 
re siding at 475'C«h ; W^ Park hest. New York, N*Y*j : ;-his /.■ y'..^ 
home telephoneisAC 4*-3325«. 
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"Mr, Spitz has ax^ifiRor^narily r®gat*diJ)g 

Frit* Kuhn, r leader, •«£ tto *dM*sS^4iwrM^a Bund*, 

Mr. Spitz ittfo«itS «js ; Kuam.' ! »wa.s a criminal record in ■ ■'./. 

Germany, a fact, which, he states, is entirely anlaioiw to the 
authorities in. thi^eoUBtry. Mr. Spitzhas stated positively 
he wouldbe willing to testify under o*th an te theVeracity 
of thisstatement. Mr, Spitz has known Pijitz Kuhii aihoel900. 
Spitz 1 s business-establishment and that ofKuhn 1 8 father were 
I adjacent to each other c>n the sane street in Munih , •• While, he. . 
Iwas A etudent of chemistry at the University ^of M,xu|ich ip l921, •; 
I Fritz Kuhn was accused 4f stealing coats f*^- t^js^d^ts on 
/ the campus of the uhivMrsitgr. Be was :erreetedvtayW^tii&^^ .. 

.1 sentenced to four months in prison. Upon theexpirationof the " 
■■ prison term Fritz Kuhn with his father tisited the offioa of 
Mf.';'Spitz*- In t his Connection Mr. Spitz mentionedihe name of 
. g Mr. Blkan, a GertifiedPublio Accountant, who is npw dead^ :V : : - 
Mr. mlkan *pa.S a olose friend of the Kuhn family sod a cousin 
of Mr. Spitz, 

This ismeifticeed: only that inthe event FritzKuhn will be 
questioned on ,this matter, he iivould probably remember the name 
of Mr. Elkan. 

Atthe time of the expiration of Tiis prison terfi, Kuhn was 
about 24 years old. On the occasion when Kuhn with his father - 
' yisifced' Mr. Spit*, they implored hiln to giveFrlt*& job in 
his establishment sc - that his career in life aight not be 
entirely wrecks4.:''- v Mr, Sp$tz feeling sympathy fortheyodng ’ 
Kuhn employad h|m-aa ashippihgclerk. After four months of 
work, Mr. Spitz di«coyered that .Fritz Kuhn bad stolen goods 
^fl^ounting to moretban three -t^aatand: German Asrks, when the ...' 
f. ttwft was discovered, Fritz Kuhn's father and Mr. Elkan visited 
. Jlr. Spitz and bagged him not to bring the theft to the attention 
of the authorities. These Jthree men discussed thesituation 
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:tdt r ^iwi^-“ '.; ;'M:'- • ?' -:■■■/-: . -v* 1 . Vi T^V* ■ 


stiii liTi^g;i&' i%m\ 
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Willie 

withl 


>ted that SFfTZindicated he had discussed this matter 


I . .l oallad at this officeohAprll 14. 1939 

endo exhibited a dopy of “the dedlaratidn of intention of REIBBOLP 
SPITZ, #410027 also bijj|stiiag This was Issaed.iB %h» Southern 

Bisttiotof Hew York,'■ s#dra : to ah February 11, 1930 and refeps to 
Certifioate 2-560413 frq& the Coaxis dioner of Imaigration. The 
information set out in the declaration gives the ffellO^i^E descripthi 
of HAROtD SPITZ. • ' ; ; ' ’ . . 


ResidjKaoe 

Occupation 

Born 

Sax 

Color 

Complexion . 

Bair' 

Height 

Weight ■ / 

Race , 
Nationality 
Marital - status' 


ebi^ib sfi$z 

1393 Lexington Av6.,New York City 

Merchant 4 manufacturer 
v ? ' ; : Linz, Austria, February IS, 1873 ; 

Mala 

Tlhita : 

■ ■ ■? ; Fair V'' 

Blue ■"■•■ft 

' . ' Gray 

s' nv ■ 

' 140 lbs. ; - v ‘:- • 

Jewish 

'.^.Geiinian''- ../ 

Married (Sept. 14, 190AatMeinirigen 

‘ ■Garaany)‘^.‘ : \:' 

v-;. ■■ /> ,;;//•A ; AAAAA 'r " -..A. 

further set out that SPITZ’ wifewas born 
ebruaj?y 8, 1883j that they entered the .TT.S.A. 
? DedOaber ■■ 13 * ' 1936 1 ~- that ■ thsy hay0:■ two 1 ' • 
agust 2,19l4-and MARGIT, both-born at ■ 


Information i* further set out that SPITZ’ wif ewas born ■ 

' in Meiningan, Gdrn^jr i /.February 8,1883j. that they entered the U, S.A. 
at the Por t ■ of Jfa m ' YdritA PadSmbdr 1$^ 19361 that tha^ have,; two 
children* BB4j*yTAborn.:;Ahguai 2,19l4 - and MARGIT, bothborn at 
Munioh, Germany. A r; A'A^'A 

j||A:-,vr' -SPITZ' stated that h is-SlaSt fdrilaaiyrai rtfoaipif-Idas -at Munich. 
ygmpZappanmMy furnished to j | m affidavit which, 

, _r as a»trn^to bySPITZon gebru arv l&. 1339 

A, eop|r '''of» : -fifM ; afpida*d-t was- loaned to this' of Ind" 

is quoted ’ V --A ; —-^A’ 






*QITr AND YORK) 

■ <>r .■3a3ia6.;--/ jf +; . )sss 


: ^. "a ; . BETNBOhD SPITZ, being dxQ^^amorhy deposes 

and-, says,***-l -; -^ty*’.■' - v : - 

;'...I reside at 475 Central Parle:Tfeab, ; City of 
New York, Sdaroti^h of - Manhattan* That Iiraa^ara, in the 
of Iina,4ueirta, ".on Fetenary' 13, -1873* - Thatl am married^ 
andmy wife’s name 1 s Frieda* V. 'We. -were Baryted ^aai-jlagptember 
14, 1902 in Ifelningen, Gerhany* Ifr" wife : Frieda : 

bom in I^niagen, G^nnany on February 8, “ “ 


I caine to the United States thronghthe Port 
of New Ydrt, on Cecfiober l3, 1936 forthepurpose of estab¬ 
lishing a pfewnehfc'residence injthe l&iite^ States, MhenI •.' 
came to thie Couhtiryl resided at 1393 - 

NerwYork ; Cj fcvi. n Ibave two c hildren, a son named } I w ho 


waabornfiin 
who is'-si 



and. a 


datSr 


ci] 


r 


in 


IM-Tdaidthis 

' ~ '. 

be¬ 


have anhownbpd iS&i declared ny Intention in ^ . 

come a Citlien of the feitOd States, and lmve received a 
, certificate of such' intention. from ‘the.felted States hi strict 
Court Southern District of New Yorkj Certificate No* 410007, 
didM^ v t^#^vll#:l^}.: eertifiesfc^ ■■ , 

Yioate Jslsp; 'heahs ths" No* of - 54067* - .1 have 'liyed i^ 


since I cane to America, as 


Set forth* 


I am acquainted with Frits Ku hn, who is 
sometimes kncwn in this Ccwnrt>^ as EER FS^tfiER of the German 
American Bmd,- # 3 d the Editor oftfe^ und 

. leobachter, a -weekly newspaper, published .by. bhe : A»F*, : .; ; ,f 

iKdfLishingCo* Cprp*,. ino, at 178 E.' 85 th .New" . 

Y^^Cl^y,: Barpi^;of l^hattan *1 knowhey" 
:-bfl^''‘^a-^aS 0 ^.:hiB’:'f^^e|*;'-'and his brothersand htamother* 

..-^I'left Idn s, : >-aa^tf 5 ia'-in 189h and went to liYe " 
with my family ih' : -Meaioh, G*p«any.! I lived : at-ve^io^o times, at 
. various; residence* iSi'.'.e^l£ -anoviedl 

c^t, pf Munich proper and tobk ay r l esidbnOe. ; in , . ; ,% sdbj^F'^;- 

lyiived in -. Munich from thfe time I. oamethere in 1896 ' 

" -isartso- -tiijiLs -Country.aa trafeeihc^ah<^.-'sOt ' .-■* 

■forth,* Juf- ocpdtdtfdis,.buslne ss in lfoniCh,. which^was a clothing 
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"business, manufacturing and' retail, a t ■Ifep'ha'uer , Strasgl, 
and also four retail clothing stores,' ."v^piaM^jrer- Stnusse,-'.!.,.. ' ■ 
:,Oar«i«ob Plata; Obars-tdprf * . 

timethatl wasin business in Munich as 
aforesaid, Fritz Kuhn had attended ■theUniversity at Munich. 

•'I' belietethat Frits Eu^ was about 24 or .25 year’s of age when 
he attended that Univarwity,' . ■ ■ 

I do herebyawear tha t Jfhe said Prits Kuhn^While he was 
attending, as a student at the said University at Hunioh when 
he was about 24 or :2b years of age, did steal pertain clothing, 
goods/iraredand merchandise frppi other students in the said 
University and from the Universit|r, and was errestad on the 
charge pf iano«^- therefor in the Citynf duly ; 

tried and convicted by the Court to’ serve foufmdii&ks in prison 
fur the said crime of lareeny, which term of founmonths he 
du ly served in pri son in the City of Munidh* 

After Frits Kuhn oame out: of prison, ftfteyserving his ; 
sentence, as aforesaid, ■ his father and a manby tfee. name of . 

Joseph Elkan, who is noy. deceased, -and. jrho. w^ ■ ... 

to-my place of business at my factory in Munich, it Augustan 
Strasse 40, aaft-pleadedwihh me that I shodldtakcFrits Kuhn 
into myemploy as an all-afound handy man around the f actory. 

Frits Kuhn was presentwith his father «ad th@ aaid deceased -'V. 
cousin of mine, Mr. Elian, and FritsEuhn. then aid there told me 
that-he had o omitted the orime of lfirceny while d sbdent at the 
University at Munioh, and that hehad beentried for lardeny at 
the Munich Cri min al Court, and that he wassanteneed to four 
months in prison for that crime and had served Ills sentence, and 
that he wanted togo straight, and hebegged »e feyfa chance:for 
empioympa|t, in which plea he v^s ^olne^ by his .fattier and■ myisaid 
dace ft sed. cousin, I aocededto his request and X did emplcy F r its 
Kuhn, hoping that I would be able to reclaim him and make a decent 
man out of him., so that he should not be tempted to commit any 

ori^S* He had marked for me for about eight weejss, after 1 
employed him when he stole from my factory, merchandise of a valus 
of pwer 3,000 ■lurks* 
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GJS:LP 


New York, New York 


May 8, 1939 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Ui'ashington, D. C. 

RE: FRITzOuHN ; PERJURY; 
IMMIGRATION ACT; 

NATURALIZATION ACT. 

Dear Sir: Jm) 

_ R ferenc e is made to/report of Special 

Agent) dated 5/8/38 at New York City in 

the above entitled matter* 

It is noted that no copies are designated 
for the U. S. Attorney although the U* S. Attorney, 
Southern District of New York originally reported 
this matter to "this office. 


Additional copies have been prepared for 
the New York files and it will be appreciated if ^ 
the Bureau will advise if a copy of this report 
should be forwarded to the U* $* Attorney^ office 
in view of the nature of this inquiry* 


Any prosecution would seem to hinge on 
whether official corroboration can be obtained of \ 
Kuhn* S/lbrim Munich, Germany. The N, 

Bureau Is~"respectfully requested to inform this office * 
whether an inquiry along that line will be made through/ 
the Department of State* / 

Very truly yours. 





Special Agent in Charge. 
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«Q»om»IXI» FOR ASSISTANT ATTORSKI GESFRAL ROGGE 


as» mn sbhmj ferjursi 

IiSUIGRATlON ACT} 


In connection with the above matter, 1' m trans¬ 
mitting herewith one copy of the report of Special Agent 
I dated at Hew fork City, May 8, 1339* also 
a copy of the report of the s&se Agent dated at Hew fork 
City, June 9, 133#* one copy of a letter of the Boston office 
to the Hew fork office, dated June 5. V?S9. and one copy of 
the report of Special Agehj | dated at Rework, 

Be* Jersey, June 1, 1939* 

four attention is directed to that portion of the 
letter of the Beaton office to the Few fork offic e, dated 
June 5* 1939, wherein aas expressed 

a wiUlngneee to correspond with acquaintances in Munich, 
Genaany, to ascertain the details relative to the arrest of 
Frits Suhn. 


|"v'i\TolS'on. 


I N*tV*2« — --* i 

| f/u.’ E. A. | 

\ Mi* Ci f ^y j 

I }*f. vl^urv•** | 

\ r-r, rUvLn,~,-- ! 

> t £r. • rt ** 

l^ /bw *-•*-*- 

^ hr. ~~ 

1 ‘ „ „ i * 0 * * . 

: ■ >, w»i«* 

; V '• v*s#*v ■ 

f ■Klckfltoe-Wi•***-• 

l . ^ ? *VjacA w- 

• S ' . ■ 

S v,r, t*.cas. ! 3 **■- 7 “''*****“ 

. { ?;r , 

1 ~ Tl 

% >>iss * ^ ^ 


If it is your desire that such correspondence 

please advise ae. 

\?ery truly yot'irs. 


ensue 


John Edgar Hoover 
' Director 


[Enclosure 
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